Revelation 6:7-8  
The 4th Seal: The Pale Horse and Rider
September 13, 2025

6:7-8:  7When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, "Come." 8So I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him. And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with pestilence (disease), and by the beasts of the earth.

Introduction: The breaking of the 4th seal causes the 4th living creature to shout out another command to a rider on a pale green horse. Unlike the other riders, this horseman is given a name, “Death”. In all probability, he combines all the deaths from the previous horsemen, plus he introduces the concept of widespread death by pestilence and the beasts of the earth. He appears to bring his judgment on earth at the midpoint of Daniel’s 70th week when persecution and death occur to believers. He has authority over a fourth of the earth’s population to kill with sword, famine, pestilence, and the “beasts of the earth”, who probably are not wild animals but satanically controlled men, with antichristian motives and actions. God uses these “beasts” to judge unbelievers and to purify the saints.                

A. v. 7 “When He opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth living creature saying, Come."
	1. With the opening of the 4th seal, there is a sharp increase in 	intensity of 	the judgments on earth and against its inhabitants 	(Thomas 435).
	2. This increase in intensity has implications for the timing of the 	events of the 4th seal inside the 70th week of Daniel.  
	3. It is commonly accepted that the 1st 4 seal judgments of Rev 6 	parallel the events outlined by the Lord in the Olivet Discourse, in 	Matt 24:4-14.   
	4. The first 3 seals of Rev 6:1-6 correspond to the events in Matt 	24:4-8 and 	are summarized together by the Lord as “the beginning of 	birth pangs” (Matt 24:8). 
	5. This beginning of birth pangs includes:  
		a. False christs, Matt 24:4-5; corresponding to the 1st seal, Rev 			6:1-2.
		b. Wars and rumors of wars, Matt 24:6-7a; corresponding to the 		2nd seal, Rev 6:3-4.  
		c. Famines and earthquakes, Matt 24:7b; corresponding to the 			3rd seal, Rev 6:5-6 
	6. Since death from persecution is not mentioned either in Matt 24:4-	8 or the corresponding parallel section of Rev 6:1-6, “the beginning of 	birth pangs” and the first 3 seals are generally understood to 	correspond to the period of relative peace during the 1st half of 	Daniel’s 70th week.
		a. What is “the beginnings of birth pains”? Remember that “the 			beginning of birth pains” is a metaphor from child birth used by 			Jesus to help us understand the trials believers will experience 			during the 70th week.  
		b. Just as the pain of childbirth is relatively easy to bear when 			labor 	first begins, it becomes far more intense as it continues 			up to the point of birth, when the pain is excruciating. This 			suggests how it is going to be for believers in the 70th week.  
		c. In the beginning, the seal judgments will be relatively easy to 			bear. However, at the midpoint, when persecution begins, the 			“beginning birth pains” will be over. The “pain” will increase and 			become almost unbearable as believers face increasing 				hardships and trials, including persecution, betrayal, hunger, 			imprisonment, and death.        		
	7. When we come to the 4th seal, Revelation 6:7-8, there is a great 	increase in intensity of the events, including death, other than from 	warfare, which includes death from persecution, which would 	correspond to the beginning of the Great Tribulation, in Matt 24:9-14; 	(and summarized in 15-22). This is evident from the 5th seal when 	Jesus opens it and we 	see “under the altar the souls of those who 	had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they 	held” (6:9). These people are already slain when the 5th seal is 	opened, meaning that they were persecuted and slain previously 	under the 4th seal. Jesus described it this way in Matt 24:9-12, 15, 21-	22. He said, “Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, 	and you will be hated by all nations for my name’s sake. And then 	many will be offended, will betray one another and will hate one 	another. Then many false prophets will arise up and deceive many.		 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow 	cold (Matt 24:9-12)” “Therefore, when you see the abomination of 	desolation, 	spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy 	place (whoever reads, let him understand)” (Matt 24:15). “For then 	there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the 	beginning of the world until this time, no nor ever shall be.” “And 	unless those days were shortened, no (saved) flesh would be saved, 	but for the elect’s sake, those days will be shortened” (Matt 24:21-	22).
	8. This mention of death in Matt 24:9-10 corresponds with the 4th seal 	and to the name of the 4th rider in Rev 6:8, “And the name of him who 	sat on it was Death”.    
	9. Since death from persecution does not occur until the breaking of 	the covenant between Antichrist and the nation of Israel at the 	midpoint of the 70th week, both the events of Rev 6:7-8 and Matt 	24:9-10 must be placed inside the 2nd half of the 70th week of Daniel. 	This corresponds to the time when the Antichrist breaks his treaty 	with Israel (Dan 9:27; II Thes 2:3-4; Rev 12:7-17; 13:5-8) and begins 	to persecute the “woman” (believing remnant within the nation of 	Israel). However, because the woman escapes from the Antichrist to 	the place prepared for her by God in the wilderness (Rev 12:13-17), 	Antichrist turns his attention away from Israel and persecutes the 	saints and is very successful (Rev 12:17; 13:5-10).  
	10. Death occurs to a great number of believers who will not worship 	the Antichrist (Matt 24:21-22; Dan 7:21-25; Rev 13:7-10)

B. v. 8 “So, I looked, and behold, a pale horse. And the name of him who sat on it was Death, and Hades followed with him”.
	1. “So I looked, and behold, a pale horse”
		a. “pale horse” (chloros, Gk; cf. chlorine) means pale green; it is 		the color of grass in other contexts (Mk 6:39; Rev 8:7; 9:4). 
		b. Here, it symbolizes the yellow green of decay, the pallor of 			death; a sickly green horse (Fanning 244)   
	2. “And the name of him who sat on it was Death”
		a. Unlike the other 3 horsemen, the 4th horsemen is given a 			name, “Death”
		b. Death, (thanatos, Gk) generally refers to loss of life or to 			that which causes loss of life. It is death in general. Based upon 		the context, though, it also could mean pestilence or disease 			(Osborne 282) 
		c. Death here represents all those who die under the effects of 			all the seals, especially, the 4th seal. 
	3. “and Hades followed with him” 
		a. Hades (hades, Gk) accompanies death but is not riding on a 			separate horse. The use of the imperfect verb (“followed”; 			akolouthew, Gk) indicates a continuous activity of Hades. 				Wherever Death strikes, Hades follows and gathers its victims. 			Hades is not the grave; it is the place where the souls of 				unbelievers are kept until the White Throne Judgment (Rev 			20:11-15) (Kistemaker 230). Death and hades taken together, 			probably, is the place that imprisons the unsaved dead, Matt 			16:18; Luke 16:23; Rev 1:18; 20:11-14; Ps 6:5; 49:14 (Fanning 			244; Beale 382). 
		b. The LXX (Greek translation of the OT), also uses death 			(thanatos) and hades (hades) in combination almost 				synonymously in 	reference to the region of the dead (e.g., Ps 			6:6[5]; 48[49]:14-15; Prov 2:18: 5:5; Song of Solomon 8:6; 			Job 17:13-16; 33:22).  
		c. In the book of Revelation and other places, Death and Hades 		are personified and represent hostile, Satanic forces that 				“attack and enslave mortals to bring them into their domain”, 			Rev 6:7-8; Hos 13:4; Rom 5:12, 14; I Cor 15:26 (Fanning 244). 			Although hostile against man, they still are under the control of 			the throne room of God (Rev 4-5) and the Lord Jesus (1:18) 			(Beale 382).
		d. The Satanic nature of “Death and Hades” is evident from 			20:13-14 where it is said that “Death and Hades delivered up 			their dead … and … they were cast into the lake of fire”.  
			1. Death and hades are very successful
			2. Others, who are described who will be cast into the 				lake of fire include the beast and false prophet (19:20) 				and the dragon (Satan) (20:10).
			3. All other unbelievers find their destiny there, as well 				(21:8). 
			4. The lake of fire is the 2nd death   
		e. Death and Hades are satanic forces or powers that inflict 4 			different punishments on up to one-fourth of the earth’s 				population (Fanning 244), which represent the different ways 			that people die during this time, 6:8b (Beale 382)
		f. Death and Hades have authority over one-quarter of the 			earth’s population but it is not clear that they kill all of them.

C. “And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword, with hunger, with pestilence (death), and by the beasts of the earth”.
	1. “And power was given to them over a fourth of the earth”
		a. “was given to them” is a divine passive, where God is the 			subject. God gives “them” (death and hades) authority (power) 			over a fourth of the world’s population. God remains sovereign 			but gives power to these forces to bring about his judgment on 			earth
		b. The divine passive explains how the evil forces (death and 			hades) carry out the divine will under the authority of God.  
		c. Christ, also, is in control over their work because of his 				victory over them (i.e., death and hades) in his resurrection, 			1:18. 
		d. In this situation they do the work of Christ, judging the 				unbelievers on earth and purifying (discipling) the saints
		e. Their authority extends to a fourth of the earth’s population
		f. The ravages of the fourth seal on the earth are staggering.
			1. E.g., the earth’s population is 8 billion. To have 					“power” “over a fourth of the earth” means that “Death 				and Hades” have authority over the lives of 2 billion 					people.  
			2. If all these people are killed, the magnitude of this 				catastrophe can hardly be grasped because nothing 				comparable in history has happened to compare with it.  
				a. E.g., the 2004 Sumatra (Indonesia) tsunami took 					the lives of 	230,000 people
				b. 15 million people worldwide died from Covid-19 in 				2020-2021. 
				c. Forty million people died in WW II 
				d. One-quarter of the earth’s population is 2 ½ times 				the number of people who live in the USA and 					Europe combined. 
	2. “to kill with sword, with hunger, with pestilence (death), and by the 	wild beasts of the earth” (NASB). These are horrific forms of death.
		a. These 4 means of death result from societal decay and 			human anarchy that come from the results of the previous 3 			seal judgments that God allows combined with the 4th seal. 			(Fanning 244). All 4 of these judgments are sovereignly allowed 		by God in his judgment of sinful man.   
		b. “to kill with sword” (apoktenai en rhomphalia, Gk)
			1. “To kill” (apoktenai, Gk) is to put to death by force, 				and includes the idea of murder.
			2. The sword (rhomphalia, Gk) is a symbol of death by 				violent means and includes warfare. It probably intensifies				the 2nd seal judgment of the red horse and rider who take 				peace from the earth by warfare through the sword 					(machaira, Rev 6:4).    
			3. Rev 6:4 and 6:8 need not refer to different wars simply 				because different Greek words for sword are used (Rev 				6:4 machaira vs, 6:8 romphalia) since the words are used 				synonymously in the LXX and interchangeably in the 				covenant curse formulas (compare these references: 				Ezek 14:12-21; Lev 26:18-29; Deut 32:23-27). As stated 				above, it probably continues and/or intensifies the wars 				started under the 2nd seal, red horse and rider (or they 				occur simultaneously) 
		b. “with hunger” (limos, Gk); hunger, famine
			1. This includes the continuing effects of the famine from 				the 3rd seal.
			2. The famine will worsen significantly so that now it 				contributes, along with all the seal judgments, to the 				death of up to one-fourth of the world’s population.  
		c. “with death” (thanatos, Greek); 
			1. Thanatos, “death”, in Scripture, has 2 different 					meanings based upon the context  
			2. It can refer to death in general (6:8a) or to death by 				means of “pestilence”, plagues, or disease (6:8b).  
			3. Since the 4 judgments in 8b refer to 4 different ways 				that people die by the hands of “Death” and “Hades”, 				thanatos, here, most likely refers to pestilence and/or 				disease (Beale 382).
			4. In fact, in the LXX, thanatos is used 30 times to 					translate the Hebrew word, deber, which means plague or 			pestilence.     
			5. Therefore, whereas “death” in 8a refers to death in 				general, “death” in 8b refers to pestilence or diseases, 				e.g., cholera, dehydration, viruses, plagues, etc. 
		d. “and by the wild beasts of the earth” (kai hupo ton therion 			tes ges, Gk; NASB).
			1. The identification of the “beasts of the earth” is very 				challenging and there are 2 views:   	
				a. The majority view understands them to be “wild” 					beasts or wild animals. This comes from OT 						references to the same 4 judgments which includes 					“wild animals” that appear to roam the earth looking 					for food, e.g., Ezek 14:21 (cf. Ezek 14:12-23; 						Osborne 283). 					
				b. The minority view suggests that they are “evil” 					beasts; i.e., satanically controlled men, not wild 					animals, but world leaders and their administrators, 					their countries and armies, and religious leaders, 					who are “evil” and antichristian and kill believers. 
			2. The view that these are “wild” animals says that these 				animals, during famine times, roam the earth looking for 				food and taking advantage of all who are defenseless. It 				relies primarily on related interpretation of OT texts (Nu 				21:6; Deut 32:24; Josh 24:12; II Kings 2:24; 17:25; Is 				30:6; Jer 5:6; Ezek 14:21; 33:27).
			3. The view that these are “evil” beasts says these are not 			wild animals but men, i.e., kings and world leaders and 				their countries and armies, satanically controlled and 				inspired, and antichristian in their motives and desires, 				who are “beasts” in the eyes of God. It includes the 					Antichrist and the images of the Antichrist. It relies upon a 			broad, systematic interpretation of many texts of Scripture 			in both the OT and NT.       
			4. The view that these beasts are powerful evil men and 				their resources understands that the 4th horseman’s 					purpose “to kill” (apokteinai, Gk) is directed against 					believers, since the immediately following 5th seal 					judgment portrays innumerable Christians as “slain” and 				“killed” (apoktenai), “for the word of God and for the 					testimony which they held” during the preceding 4th seal 				(6:9-11). It’s not rational to think that wild animals could 				kill Christians “for the word of God and the testimony 				which they held.”
		e. Although the 4th horseman sums up all the previous ones, his 		coming also includes the additional woe of “the beasts of the 			earth”.  
			1. The killing by the beasts of the earth strongly suggests 				persecution of Christians, since the Greek word translated 			as beasts, therion, (Greek), everywhere else in the book 				(37 times) is translated simply as “beast”, referring to the 				beast out of the sea, i.e., the antichrist (13:1); the beast of 			the earth, i.e., the false prophet (13:11); the image of the 				beast (13:14); the beast out of the bottomless pit (11:7); 				and, the beast kings of the earth (17:11), who execute 				Satan’s will in persecuting and killing saints (Beale 386).
			2. KEY: In the Greek text, the word “wild” is not in the text 				but must be supplied by translators. The Greek word 				therion does not automatically include the meaning of a 				wild animal. It must be necessary from the context. 
		g. There are many additional reasons within the book of 				Revelation, itself, for associating “the beasts of the earth” in 6:8 			with satanically controlled evil men, identical with the beasts 			and images of the antichrist. E.g. (many of the following 				reasons are summarized from Beale 386-387):      
			1. All occurrences of therion, “beast” (GK) in the book of 				Revelation (37 times) are translated as beast, not wild 				beast, except for Rev 6:8.
			2. Four times these beasts are said to kill the saints or to 				make war with them, 11:7; 13:7, 10, 15. In 13:10, being 				killed 	by the sword is the means by which the beast kills	 			Christians, (cf. 6:4, 8). No one can defeat the beast in his 				war against Christians, 13:4
			3. The beast known as the false prophet (19:20; 13:13) 				forces everyone including professing Christians to make 				an image to the beast of the Antichrist and to worship 				him, 13:14
			4. The false prophet and the images of the beast 					persecute and kill everyone who does not worship the 				beast and his image, 13:15
			5. These same beasts also economically suppress 					Christians by forcing them to take the mark of the beast in 			order to “buy and sell” (13:16-17). This is a form of 					persecution. Remember that taking the mark of the beast 				dooms the professing believer and everyone else who 				takes the mark to the lake of fire. 
			6. Just as the beasts of chapter 13 are under the authority 			of the devil (cf. 12:3-13:1, 4, 11 and 13:1b-18), the beasts 			in 6:8 are under the control of “Death and Hades”, which 				are satanic forces (personified in the context). 
[bookmark: _GoBack]			7. If the phrase “beasts of the earth” is an extension of the 			1st rider on the white horse in 6:2 (compare the exact 				order of the seals in 6:2-8 with 8:8b), then the 						identification of “the beasts of the earth” with the beasts 				later in the book (e.g., 13:1,10) is quite plausible since the 			first rider is a satanic representative of false christs, 					epitomized by the Antichrist, who attempts to conquer and 			oppress believers initially through deception (Matt 24:4), 				and then later on successfully persecutes and oppresses 				and kills them by a combination of all the seals and 					satanically inspired men (i.e., “the beasts of the earth”).       
		h. In addition to the reasons in the book of Revelation, there are 		many OT passages that support the identification of beasts with 		“evil” men (see Beale 386-387).     
			1. A key background passage for the 4 horsemen of Rev 				6:1-8 	is Ezekiel 14:12-21.  
			2. John could have inferred the evil character of the 					beasts (in Rev 6:8) from Ezek 14:21; 15, where the 					phrase “evil beast” (singular) occurs in the MT, not “wild” 				beast. The LXX, following the lead of the MT, translated 				this by the plural theria ponara (Gk) “evil beasts”.  
			3. Ezek 14:21 develops the 4-fold covenantal curse 					formula of Lev 26:14-26 (esp. 22-26) and the covenantal 				cursings of Deut 	32:23-27 (esp. 23-25), where Jewish 				tradition identified the “beasts” in these passages with 				cosmic evil and explicitly the wicked empires of the earth, 				which oppress God’s people. Jewish writers also 					interpreted the horses of Zech 1 and 6 in the same 					fashion (Beale 386). E.g.:       
				a. Targ. Jer. Frag. of Deut 32:24 interprets “the 					teeth of the beasts” as “the teeth of the four 						kingdoms (of Daniel 7), which are like wild beasts”.  
				b. Targ. Ps.-J. identifies the “beasts of the field” in 					Lev 26:22 with the 4 kingdoms that are mentioned 					in Dan 2:44-45.  
				c. Targ Zech. 6:1-8 identifies the horse drawn 						chariots as the evil heavenly counterparts of the 4 					pagan kingdoms of Daniel 2 and 7, where the 4 					beasts represent 4 evil kingdoms who persecute 					God’s people.
				d. Midr Rab. Exod. 15.4 identifies the horsemen as 					the idolatrous nations
				e. Compare Targ. Zech. 6:5 which says “these [the 					4 horse-drawn chariots] are the 4 kingdoms, which 					are like the four winds of heaven” with Targ. Zech 					2:1-4; 4:7, where the four kingdoms are mentioned 					and then one is identified with Rome 
				f. The MT of Jer 12:9, “beasts of the field” (who 					come against Israel in judgment), is rendered by the 				Targum as “the kings of the nations and their 						armies”
				g. Targ. Hos 13:9 interprets “beasts of the field” of 					13:8 in the MT as “the nations (who) rule over you”.
				h. Midr. Ps. 116.3 interprets “the power of the 						nether world [Sheol, Hades]” from Hosea 13:14 (cf. 					“Death and Hades”, Rev 6:8a) as “the kingdoms of 					the earth”.
				i. The Syriac Version of Rev 6:8 has the singular en 					tw theria tes ges (“by the beast of the earth”). This 					could reflect an attempt to harmonize this beast with 				the beast (also singular) later in the book, i.e., 						13:11, therion … ek tes ges, “beast from the earth”.  
			5. KEY: This Jewish identification of the 4 horsemen and 				“beasts” with the four kingdoms of Daniel 7 is important 				because it instructs as to how the Jews at that time 					interpreted 	the “wild beasts”. They were not understood 				as wild animals, but as evil men and their countries who 				persecuted the children of God. It also is important 					because the two beasts of Rev 13 also are associated 				with the same four kingdoms of Daniel 7 later on in Rev 				17:7-11, especially the 4th kingdom of Dan 7:7-8, which is 				the kingdom of the Antichrist.  
			6. The Jewish interpretations of the Leviticus and 					Zechariah texts are especially important since these are 				two important OT passages that have been identified as 				background material for Rev 6:1-8.  
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