Revelation: 6:9-11
The 5th Seal:  The Fulfillment of a Number
Revelation 6:9-11:  9When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held. 10And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until you judge and avenge our blood on those who dwell on the earth?" 11Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed. 
Introduction:  The 5th seal is very different from the previous four seals. There is no command to “come” from a living creature and no horse and rider is seen. It is unlike the 6th seal which begins the unmatched Day of the Lord wrath and the 7th seal, which contains the foreboding silence in Heaven which immediately precedes the outpouring of the 7 trumpet judgments in the Day of the Lord. Its martyrdom describes the continuing and worsening effects of the 1st four seals against unbelievers and believers alike. This reference to martyrdom fits well with the sequence of events in the companion prophecy of the Lord in his Olivet Discourse in Matt 24: 9ff, where he taught about the horrible hardships that awaited his chosen people. Contextually, the time of the 5th seal is best placed inside the last 3 ½ years of Daniel’s 70th week prophecy, which corresponds to the worst of the afflictions that affects God’s people. However, amillennialists believe it has been occurring continually since the ascension. 
The primary emphasis of the 5th seal is the death of faithful believers after Antichrist breaks his treaty with Israel at the midpoint of the 70th week, after the opening of the 4th seal. When the 5th seal is opened, the martyrs already are in heaven crying out for revenge. It reflects the evil work of the Antichrist and false prophet who make war against the saints and overcome them after the opening of the 4th seal. When the faithful martyrs cry out to God asking when he will avenge their deaths, he says that they must wait until all the faithful which God has determined to be killed have been martyred. Then he will come in vengeance, avenge their deaths and destroy the unbelievers in the Great Day of his wrath, known as the Day of the Lord, commencing with the 6th seal. NOTE: The 5th seal is not without controversy. When the saints under the altar cry out for vengeance for their blood, they are crying out for vengeance against those who dwell on the earth. Since this is true, how could the Day-of-the-Lord wrath already have started at the beginning of the 70th week of Daniel? If God’s wrath started, God would be pouring out his wrath against the martyrs. And how could God pour out wrath against his own children (I Thes 5:9)? “Martyrdom for Christ’s sake can hardly be looked upon as a judgment from God” (Thomas 440).         

A. v. 9 When He opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held”.
	1. When the 5th seal is opened, John sees the altar inside the temple 	in Heaven. The idea of Heaven as the temple of God is common in 	Jewish thought, e.g., Habakkuk said that “The Lord is in his holy 	temple, let all the earth be silent before him” (2:20). Isaiah “saw the 	Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of his robe 	filled the temple” (6:2).     
	2. “I saw under the altar”; there is much debate about whether this 	refers to the “altar of burnt offering” or to the “altar of incense” from 	the OT Law.
	3. Arguments for its identity as the altar of burnt offering include the 	following (Thomas 442):
		a. The size and prominence of the altar of burnt offering led to it 		being referred to generally as “the altar”
		b. The blood of the sacrifices was poured out at the bottom of 			the altar, Lev 4:7; Ex 29:12. This blood contained the life or 			soul of the sacrificed animal (Lev 17:11). The martyrs’ lives and			souls are akin to the blood of the OT sacrifices in that they are 			found at the base of the altar. 
 		c. The word “slain”, esphagmenon (Gk), is a word commonly 			associated with animal sacrifices. It means to slaughter and 			describes a horrific, violent form of death for believers by the 			Antichrist and his followers (Fanning 246)
		d. That the souls of the martyrs were under the altar is a way 			of saying that, from God’s perspective, the sacrifice of their 			lives is a sacrifice on the altar of Heaven for him.   
		e. The idea of a believer offering himself as a sacrifice to God 			is described elsewhere in the NT, Phil 2:17; II Tim 4:6.
	4. Arguments for its identity as the altar of incense include the 	following (Thomas 442):
		a. To identify it as the altar of burnt offering reduces the 				significance of Christ’s sacrificial death. With Christ’s once-for-			all death, no more sacrifices are necessary for salvation. Thus, 			only the altar of incense is needed in Heaven to collect the 			prayers of the saints (Kistemaker 232). The smoke that 				ascends from the altar represents the prayers of the saints 			(8:3-4).
		b. Throughout Revelation, the heavenly altar is associated with 			the execution of judgment for which the saints are praying, and 			the prayers of the saints for judgment would be symbolized by 			the incense. Since it is the blood of God’s chosen saints, it cries 		out like the prayers (like the smell of incense to God) of the 			martyrs for vindication from God
    		c. On earth, the altar of incense was located adjacent to the 			temple, whereas the altar of burnt offering was more removed 			from the sanctuary. Thus, when we see the altar in Heaven it is 			likely that we see the altar of incense since it was closer to the 			temple  
		d. If this were the altar of the burnt offering, the souls of the 			martyrs more likely would be on the altar and not at the base of 			the altar. It was the blood that was at the base of the altar in the 		OT.
	5. Perhaps, it is unnecessary to determine if the altar is the altar of 		burnt 	offering or the altar of incense (Mounce).
		a. The idea of sacrifice would suggest the altar of burnt offering, 		but the prayers that rise seem to indicate the altar of incense.        
		b. However, there is no compelling reason why the two cannot 			be considered as one.
		c. We should consider it to be a blending of both altars. This 			combines both views of the altar		 
		d. NOTE: The Holy Spirit left the altar unspecified.   

B. “the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held”.
	1. The martyrs have given up their lives because of the word of God 	and the testimony they had borne.
	2. Their testimony was not primarily their public witness about Jesus 	as much as it was their faithfulness to the truth they had received 	from him (cf. 12:17; 20:4).
	3. It says they were “slain” for 2 reasons:  
		a. The “word of God” (Thomas 444). This includes (all):
			1. the testimony they received from Jesus
			2. the gospel given by God to men
			3. the confession of the true God and Savior Jesus Christ 				as compared to polytheism
			4. the divine revelation of Jesus given in the gospel 
		b. The “testimony which they held”; 
			1. “They stood up for the gospel, the ‘word’ that comes 				from God about his saving work in Christ, and they 					maintained their own witness by life and word to its truths” 			(Fanning 247)   
			2. They maintained their public witness to the gospel
		c. Kistemaker reminds us that “all believers who treasure in 			their hearts God’s revealed word and the gospel of Jesus 
		Christ by confessing his name (Rom 10:9-10) view their 				testimony as a badge of allegiance to Christ. Holding God’s 			truth in one’s heart and testifying to it with one’s mouth identify 			the true believer who is willing to die for the Lord” (Kistemaker 			232) 
	4. Instead of being coordinate but different ideas, the 2nd phrase (“the 	testimony they had maintained”), may serve to make the 1st phrase 	(“the 	word of God”) more specific (clearer).
		a. In other words, those who died are those who gave their lives 		in obedience to the word of God as it revealed the truth of the 			Lord Jesus Christ even the testimony which they faithfully 				proclaimed. 
		b. This treats the “and” as “even” (“they were slain for the word 			of God even the testimony which they held [proclaimed]”) 				(Thomas 444)
	5.  Who are these people who have been killed for “the word of God 	and the testimony which they held”?   
		a. Many believe these are “tribulation saints” who come to 			Christ after the rapture through the witness of 144,000 Jewish 			evangelists (pre-tribulationist, mid-tribulationist) (Walvoord, 			Thomas, Ryrie, Archer)	
		b. Others believe these are the church experiencing the Great 			Tribulation before the rapture (post-tribulationist, pre-wrath 			rapturist) (Richardson, Ladd, Kurschner, Rosenthal M, 				Rosenthal D)
	6. Others believe these are all the persecuted members of the church 	since the ascension of Jesus down to the present time (over 2,000 	years) who have 	given their lives for the Lord Jesus (Kistemaker 231)  
	7. Why were they killed? The testimony they maintained was a badge 	of allegiance to Christ, one that was visible to others. “Their loyalty to 	Christ was conspicuous and preaching it was only one way it showed. 	The ultimate cause of their martyrdom was their possession of this 	testimony” (Thomas 444) and their proclamation of it and their refusal 	to deny it (Kistemaker 233)

C. v.10 And they cried with a loud voice, saying, "How long, O Lord, holy and true, until you judge and avenge our blood’	
	1. “And they cried with a loud voice”; 
		a. From under the altar there arises a plea for vindication. 
		b. With a loud voice, the martyrs cry out (krazo, Gk), “How long, 		Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the inhabitants of 		the earth and avenge our blood?” The loudness of their plea 			suggests insistence and perseverance like the widow before 			the unjust judge (Luke 18:7). After her perseverance the 				Scripture says “will not God bring about justice for his chosen 			ones who cry out to him day and night?” (Kistemaker 233). 
		c. It is a strong word emphasizing the need of the hour in light 			of the coming kingdom (Thomas 445). It is a single definite 			appeal, not one that was continual (Charles 1:174, 176)
		d. The martyrs’ loud appeal is for God to exact perfect 				retribution, sure but unhurried, against those who opposed 			them and God (Fanning 247)  
		e. Some authors emphasize what appears to be a marked 			contrast between this prayer and that of Stephen the first 				martyr, Acts 7:60.  				
			1. His prayer was that those who were stoning him not be 				held responsible for their act.   
			2. Jesus, himself, prayed at Calvary, “Father, forgive them 			for they know not what they are doing” (Luke 23:34).  
		e. However, before we conclude that the cry of the martyrs for 			vindication is “sub-Christ” and not characteristic of the Church, 			other 	points must be considered.
			1. The idea of divine vindication of the people of God is 				common throughout the OT and follows the pattern of the 				imprecatory Psalms (Thomas 445). Ps 79:10 says “Why 				should the nations say, ‘Where is their God? Let there be 				known among the nations in our sight the avenging of the 				blood of your servants which has been shed.”  					2. This request does not rise from a personal desire for 				revenge, but primarily out of concern for the reputation of 				God; then, for their vindication. The prayers are a protest 				against iniquity (Caird) 			
				a. It is unlike the attitude of the Jewish writer of the 					Assumption of Moses, who promised the saints that 					they would look down from on high and rejoice that 					their enemies were in Gehenna (10:10).  
				b. It has none of the vindictiveness of Tertullian (3rd 					century AD), who wrote of how he would laugh and 					exult at the last judgment when he saw the proud 					monarchs groaning in the lowest abyss of darkness, 				and the magistrates liquefying in fiercer flames than 					they ever kindled against the Christian.  
	2. “How long, O Lord, holy and true”
		a. “How long” is found frequently in the LXX.  It is the well-				known cry of suffering Israel” (Thomas 445).
			1. This perplexing question has been asked by the 					righteous almost since the beginning of time
			2. It is the appeal of Abel’s blood (Gen 4:10)
			3. Through centuries of oppression, the cry “How long” 				has constantly risen up to Heaven
				a. “How long will the wicked, O Lord, how long will 					the wicked be jubilant?”, Ps 94:3
				b. “How long, O Lord, must I call for help”, asks 					Habakkuk, “but you do not listen” (1:2).   
			4. “The impatience of righteous sufferers who wonder that 			God has not yet visited his judgment against sinners 				(“how long, O Lord?”) has a long tradition in Israel and 				prayers that ask such a question are easy to find (Ps 				79:5-7; Zech 1:12; Ezra 4:33-37; cf. Luke 18:7). Part of 				the dilemma is that they know that God is the “Sovereign 				Lord” and that he is “holy and true” and yet he has not 				accomplished judgment and justice against their 					persecutors or against human evil more widely. This cry 				for vengeance is more understandable since it is directed 				against those guilty of murdering people for their service 				to God” (Fanning 247).  
		b. “O Lord, holy and true”; God is appealed to as the Sovereign	 		God
			1. “O Lord”, despotes (Gk), refers to God as the sovereign 			Lord of the universe
			2. The title carries with it the idea of divine ownership, 				master, and authority. It is not the usual word for “Lord” in 				the NT but emphasizes God’s absolute power (Gingrich, 				47). Used of both God and Christ.
			3. “Holy and true” 
				a. Holy and true means to be separate from all evil 
				b. God in his holiness and truth, will vindicate with 					integrity, those who have given their lives for the 					cause of righteousness 
				c. These two qualities are appropriate to his action 					in response to the prayers of the martyrs (Thomas 					445) 
					1. He is holy and separate from evil and true 						to his word
					2. He will not tolerate iniquity; he will avenge.
				d. The same two words are applied to Christ in 3:7
			4. KEY: The martyrs call on God to be holy and true to his 			being when their blood on earth is crying out for justice. 				God’s name and honor are an unavoidable issue, for his 				people were made in his image and purchased for God by 			the blood of the Lamb (5:9). The saints are appealing to 				him to let his holiness and truth shine forth. Inattention to 				their pleas would indeed mean a blot on his being” 					(Kistemaker 233)  
	3. “how long will it be until you judge and avenge our blood”
		a. God does not directly answer their question. The unspoken 			reply is similar to other situations where God did not directly 			answer. The unspoken answer means “this is not for you to 			know” (cf. Mark 13:32; Acts 1:7; I Thes 5:1-2). Instead they are 			told to enjoy their present heavenly rest (v. 11) (Fanning 248)   
		b. The object of “judge” (krino, Gk) are the earth dwellers in the 			next clause. 
		c. The blood of the righteous martyrs draws God’s attention, 			crying out for vengeance like the blood of Abel (Gen 4:10)
		d. The petition by the martyrs is to both judge and avenge those 		who have killed them, i.e., “those who dwell upon the earth” 
		e. “Is this a plea for revenge on the part of the martyrs? The 			answer would be no because this would be unworthy of the 			saints. The saints ask God for justice and petition him to 				avenge them. He himself has said, ‘it is mine to avenge; I will 			repay’ and ‘the Lord will judge his people’ (Deut 32:35-36; 43; 			Rom 12:19; Heb 10:30). This promise is solemn and sure, for 			God never breaks his word. The possessive pronoun our in “our 		blood” is telling, for God does not forget the spilled blood of his 			people and repeatedly utters his warning not to shed innocent 			blood. God will vindicate his people and bring his enemies to 			justice” (Kistemaker 233). 

D. “Against those who dwell upon the earth” (ton katoikounton epi tes ges, Greek)
	1. Throughout the Revelation, the expression, “those who dwell 			upon 	the earth”, is almost always used to describe mankind in 	hostility towards God (cf. 3:10; 8:13; 11:10; 13:8, 12; 17:2, 8) (Ladd; 	Mounce 148, Kistemaker 233)
	2. These often are the opponents of the servants of God (Mounce 		148).  					
		a. In 11:10 they are those who rejoice over the death of the 2 			witnesses.
		b. In 13:8, 12, they are pictured as worshiping the beast.
		c. In 17:2, they are intoxicated with the wine of the 					Babylonian harlot, who usurps God’s position and prostitutes 			the truth of God
		d. Their names are not written in the Lamb’s book of life 				(17:8), and they are subject to the coming hour of trial that 			will come upon the whole world (3:10; 8:13). 	
		e. KEY: It is not just the beast of the Antichrist who will vent his 			anger against the people of God. It also will be those who are 			in rebellion against God, which will nearly be the entire world.  			Essentially, all of mankind at this point will join in with Antichrist 			to try to kill as many of God’s servants as possible. However, 			some scholars limit these people and say they are only the 			people who are in open hostility against God (Kistemaker 233). 
	3. Controversy comes when the martyrs cry out for vengeance. If the 	pretribulational rapture is correct and the Day-of-the-Lord Wrath has 	already begun at the beginning of the 70th week of Daniel, then God 	would be responsible for the death of the martyrs. 
		a. This is a strong criticism of the pretribulational rapture.
		b. The martyrs cry out for vengeance against those who dwell 			on the earth.
		c. The martyrs attribute their deaths to the those who dwell 			upon the earth
		d. This is universally understood to be a reference to the 				unsaved on the earth, in hostility against God (not God)
		e. However, if the Day of the Lord has begun, then God would 			be responsible for the death of the martyrs and the martyrs 			would be crying out for vengeance against God. This makes no 			sense. 
		f. The solution to the controversy? The Day-of-the-Lord Wrath 			has NOT started yet. The best exegetical evidence and 				understanding for the beginning of the Day-of-the-Lord Wrath is 		with the 6th seal, Rev 6:12-17.
		g. This removes God from being responsible for the deaths of 			the martyrs.
		h. This controversy will be reviewed in detail in the discussion 			of the 6th seal judgment next month.
		i. See the chart at the end of this section.   
  
E. v. 11 Then a white robe was given to each of them; and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer, until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed”. 
	1. “Then a white robe was given to each one of them”
		a. To each of the martyrs is given a white robe (stole leuke Gk)
		b. This appears to be a symbolic act giving each one a white 			robe. Stole is an official robe of state that flowed to the floor 			(Thomas 446). Here it is symbolically given as a robe of grace 			to these faithful martyrs (Lenski). Its color is white and it is 			given to the martyrs ahead of time as a token of special honor 			picturing holiness (righteousness) and blessedness (Thomas 			446, Kistemaker 232). It symbolizes heavenly purity and 				possibly was intended to reassure them that they had no 				responsibility for what was perpetrated against them (Fanning 			247) 
  		c. Some writers understand this to be a reference to a spiritual 			or intermediate or even a glorified body in heaven (Thomas 			447; Mounce 149) 
			1. It may have developed from God’s wrapping himself 				in light as a garment, Ps 104:2
			2. Jewish apocalyptic writers used white robes to 					represent intermediate bodies of glory in heaven prior to 				the resurrection of the dead. Some say that John was 				influenced by these writings (I Enoch 62:16; II Enoch 				22:8; Ascension of Isaiah 4:16; 9:6-7 Kistemaker 234).  
			3. Paul’s reference to a “building from God, an eternal 				house in heaven, not built by human hands”, which will 				clothe the believer at death (II Cor 5:1ff), is called upon to 				support this (Mounce 149).  
			4. If these white robes represent intermediate bodies, 				they would have been given to them at death, and they 				would not have had to wait for them.
			5. Thus, these robes do nothing to advance the idea of an 			intermediate body given to saints in between death and 				the bodily resurrection. They only represent purity. 
			4. This reasoning also overlooks the fact that the 					resurrection body will not be received until Christ’s return 				(I Cor 15:51-52).
 		d. In the book of Revelation, white robes are symbolic of 				salvation, holiness, purity, and blessedness.   
			1. The redeemed throng before the throne in 7:9 are 				arrayed in white robes 
			2. They have come out of the Great Tribulation and had				washed their robes and made them white in the blood of 				the Lamb (7:13-14; 22:14). They had “robes”; they just 				needed to wash them through faith in Christ (Mounce 				149)
			3. The church at Laodicea is counseled to buy gold, white 			clothes, and eye salve (3:18), which is very strange if the 				white robes are glorified bodies. White robes refer to 				salvation.
	2. “and it was said to them that they should rest a little while longer,		until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who 		would be killed as they were, was completed”. 
		a. In reply to the petition of the martyrs, they are told to wait a 			little while longer until their number is completed
		b. The speaker is not identified; we can presume that since they 		petitioned God, that it is God who speaks to them (Kistemaker 			234)
		c. There have been many martyrs for Christ down through the 			ages.  			
			1. E.g., the victims of Nero’s persecution were joined by	 			those in John’s time who gave their lives rather than pay 				homage to Domitian as divine.
			2.  And, countless others have died throughout the course 			of Church history. 
			3. Recently, in Africa, tens of thousands have been 					persecuted and killed for their faith  
		d. However, since the time period referred to here is the Great 			Tribulation inside the 70th week of Daniel, the martyrs referred 			to have come out of the Great Tribulation (7:14).
		e. “They should rest”, anapausontai, Gk
			1. Includes the thought of abstaining from their cry and 				resting from their toil and pain. It is a time for 						“reinvigoration” at the foot of the altar of God (Kistemaker 				234)  
			2. It also is a command to rest in their blessedness; to 				rest in their heavenly benefits (Alford 4:620)
		f. “a little while longer”, eti chronon micron, Gk. This expresses 			the extent of the proposed rest
			1. This is not a long period of time.
			2. In John 7:33 and 12:35 Jesus used the exact phrase 				and the time referred to is a few days (12:35) to less than 				1 year (7:33).
			3. In Rev 20:3, the near identical phrase is used (minus 				eti, “yet”) of Satan’s brief period of freedom after the 				Millennial kingdom; and it can only refer to a matter of 				days.  
			4. The phrase refers to a brief period of time; the duration 				is unknown. However, you could have a different opinion 				based on your eschatology. E.g., many believe that the 				Day of the Lord and the rapture of the church begins with 				the 6th seal; thus, the wait would be is very short (Van 				Kampen, Rosenthal M, Rosenthal D, Kurschner, 					Habbena). Others, post-tribulational and pre-tribulational 				proponents, say the time is delayed (months or years) 				until after the Trumpet and Bowl judgments are fulfilled, 				just before or at the Battle of Armageddon 
		g. “until both the number of their fellow servants and their 				brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.” 
			1. This phrase explains the delay in God’s final avenging 				of the martyrs’ blood
			2. The reason for the delay is that others were yet to give 				their lives for Christ.			
			3. The number set in God’s predetermined plan has not 				been reached at this point (Lenski). 
			4. These words spoken to the souls under the altar gives 				them reassurance that God will eventually avenge their 				blood, but the time for that vindication has not yet arrived.   
				a. What must happen is the increase of their 						number through additional martyrdoms up to a pre-					determined number by God. 
				b. No one knows that pre-determined number or 					when it will occur.
				c. We know that it is a tremendous number; the total 				number of saved people is “innumerable”, Rev 7:9; 					if Jesus didn’t intervene, all saved “flesh” would die, 					Matt 24:22.
				d. The earth dwellers under the growing leadership 					of the Antichrist will take an even greater toll of 					human lives before Christ returns at the Day of the 					Lord and puts an end to their evil murderous work.
				e. However, this delay in God’s judgment allows 					“more time for the gospel to be proclaimed across 					the world (Matt 24:14) and for more individuals to 					‘come to repentance’ (II Pet 3:9) (Fanning 248)
				f. Unfortunately, it will be worse before it gets 	better
			6.  In the meantime, the martyrs are told to rest and enjoy 				their state of blessedness already attained in Heaven. 




Chart illustrating when the Day of the Lord (Wrath of God) begins: comparing various views of end-time events and the rapture of the church.
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Revelation 6:12-17
The 6th Seal: Cosmic Disturbances  
The Sign of the Day-of-the-Lord Wrath

Revelation 6:12-17: 12I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood. 13And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind. 14Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up, and every mountain and island was moved out of its place. 15And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains, 16and said to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb! 17For the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"

Introduction:  The 6th seal is the sign of the Day of the Lord (DOL). It is synonymous with the sign of “the end of the age”, which Jesus described when he predicted his 2nd coming and the destruction of the Temple in Jerusalem in the Olivet Discourse (cf. Morris 107; Matt 24:1-3, 29). The sign consists of an earthquake unparalleled in history and cosmic disturbances that together strike terror in the hearts of the people on earth as the universe they know begins to unravel before their eyes. It indicates that the Day-of-the-Lord wrath is imminent (cf. Matt 24:29-31; Luke 21:25-28).     
	What exactly is the Day of the Lord? This is an important question since the DOL is the focal point of the end times. Some of the most vivid descriptions of God’s judgment in all of Scripture are used to describe the DOL. It will be a world-wide event unlike anything that has ever happened before. The DOL is described in graphic detail by 8 prophets in the OT (Is 2:10-21; 13:6-16; Ezek 30:3; Joel 2:1-17, 28-32; 3:9-14; Amos 5:18-20; Obadiah 15-16; Zephaniah 1:7-18; Zech 14:1-2; Malachi 3:2) and by 4 writers of the NT (Luke, Paul, Peter, and John). It is alluded to in the eschatologic discourses in the gospels. 
	One of the most descriptive DOL passages in the OT is in the book of Zephaniah. In 1:14-18 the prophet wrote: “Near is the great day of the LORD, near and coming very quickly, listen, the day of the LORD!  In it the warrior cries out bitterly. 15A day of wrath is that day, a day of trouble and distress, a day of destruction and desolation, a day of darkness and gloom, a day of clouds and thick darkness. 16A day of trumpet and battle cry against the fortified cities and the high corner towers. 17I will bring distress on men so that they will walk like the blind, because they have sinned against the LORD; and their blood will be poured out like dust and their flesh like dung. 18Neither their silver nor their gold will be able to deliver them on the day of the LORD'S wrath; and all the earth will be devoured in the fire of His jealousy, for He will make a complete end, indeed a terrifying one, of all the inhabitants of the earth” (NASB).
 	As seen in Zephaniah, the DOL will be the climactic event in human history when the Lord pours out his great wrath in judgment on all the inhabitants of the earth.  
	This same truth is recorded in the NT references to the DOL. E.g., the Apostle Peter in II Peter 3 warns of mockers who in the last days will question the promise of the Lord’s 2nd coming. In response to the mockers who ask, “Where is the promise of his coming” (3:4), Peter writes: 
7By His word the present heavens and earth are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 9The Lord is not slow about (keeping) His promise (i.e., the promise of his 2nd coming and the Day of the Lord), as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.” 
	 10But the day of the Lord (i.e., the Lord’s 2nd coming) will come like a thief, in which the heavens will pass away with a roar and the elements will be destroyed with intense heat, and the earth and its works will be burned up. Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness 12looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be destroyed by burning, and the elements will melt with intense heat! (3:7, 9, 10-12)
	In simple terms, the DOL will be a judgment entirely different from any previous time in history. Both OT and NT references describe the sudden and nearly complete destruction of the present earth by fire and most of mankind when the Lord comes in judgment. The Lord Jesus indicated the devastation that would occur with the DOL by comparing it to 2 situations in the OT. First, he compared the suddenness of destruction of the earth and its inhabitants during the DOL to the world-wide flood in Noah’s day (Matt 24:36-39). Secondly, he compared it to the complete annihilation of Sodom and Gomorrah by fire and brimstone (Luke 17:26-30), expressing exactly the same idea of Peter when he wrote that the “present heavens and earth by his word are being reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment and destruction of ungodly men” (II Pet 3:7). 
	The 6th seal then is the sign of the DOL (or “the end of the age”; cf. Matt 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27), the sign that the DOL is about to begin. When the predetermined number of Christian martyrs has been reached as required in the 5th seal (Rev 6:9-11), then the prayers of the martyred saints will be answered, the 6th seal will be opened (6:10-11), and the sign of the great DOL will occur, and the DOL will be imminent. Thus, before the DOL unfolds with the opening of the 7th seal (bringing the outpouring of the Trumpet Judgments against unbelievers), the 6th seal is opened and is the specific sign that the DOL is about to occur.  
	When Christ breaks the 6th seal, the sign will appear first on earth and then in the heavens, unmistakably announcing to the world that the great day of God’s wrath and the avenging of his faithful martyrs is about to begin. This sign will get everyone’s attention. They will stop what they are doing and wait for what happens next. It will bring terror into the heart of every person bearing the mark of the beast (Lu 21:25-28). At that moment, no human being, no matter how wicked or skeptical he has been, will fail to understand that the sovereign God of the universe is about to take control of his creation and render his final judgment against unbelievers. This will be the sign of the end of the age, the sign of the DOL. 

A. v. 12 “I looked when He opened the sixth seal, and behold, there was a great earthquake”
	1. vv. 12-17 occur in response to the martyrs’ question in the 5th seal 	(i.e., “how long, O Lord, holy and true, will you refrain from judging 	and avenging our blood on those who dwell on the earth”; Mounce 	150).
	2. “a great earthquake”; the first thing John sees when the 6th seal is 	opened is a great earthquake, seismos megas (Gk). This earthquake 	is greater than any previous earthquake and is second in intensity 	and devastation only to the earthquake described in the 7th bowl 	judgment (Rev 16:17-18). Its cataclysmic effects are described by 	John in v. 14 when he says that “every mountain and island was 	moved out of its place”. This does not mean that it destroys every 	mountain and island but it moves them out of their original location.  
	3. Isaiah previously described this event along with the response of 	the unsaved when he wrote, “They shall go into the holes of the 	rocks, and into the caves of the earth, from the terror of the Lord and 	the glory of his majesty when he arises to shake the earth mightily” 

	(Is 2:19-21; 29:6; Hag 2:6-7; Zech 14:4,5; Hos 10:8). This is an 	incredible earthquake that gets the attention of the entire world. See 	6:15-16.      
B. “and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair” 
	1. OT references to the darkening of the sun are frequent, Is 13:10; 	50:3; 	Ezek 32:7-8; Joel 2:10, 31; Amos 8:9.
	2. NT references also are frequent, Matt 24:29; Mark 13:24-25; 	Luke 	21:25; Acts 2:20
	3. All these passages serve as background to John’s use of it in 6:12
	4. In this seal, the sun will be temporarily darkened to blackness 	similar to “sackcloth of hair”, sakkos trichinos (Gk).  Sackcloth of hair 	was a coarse garment made of goat or camel hair and worn as an 	expression of mourning and sorrow. It was black when it was made 	of goat’s hair. Black is the color of mourning or sorrow and the black 	sackcloth was worn primarily when the person wanted to publicize 	their sorrow. In the OT, the darkening of the sky to “sackcloth” is 	mentioned in Is 50:3: “I will clothe the sky with darkness, and will 	make its covering as sackcloth (sakkos, Gk)”.      
	5. Turning the sun into blackness of sackcloth will be a 	foreshadowing of the despair and mourning the inhabitants of the 	earth are about to experience under the DOL judgment. The 	inhabitants of the earth will recognize that this is entirely supernatural 	and not a natural event and will be terrified. It will begin with the 	earthquake, the magnitude of which will get everyone’s attention. 

C. “and the moon became like blood”
	1. The changing of the color of the moon into red is another precursor 	of end time events and God’s judgment.
	2. In the NT, the apostle Peter quoted the prophet Joel and said, “I 	will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; 	blood and fire and vapor of smoke. The sun shall be turned into 	darkness and the moon into blood, before the coming of the great 	and awesome day of the Lord” (Acts 2:19-20; Joel 2:30-31).  
	3. Along with the changes in the sun and the stars, the moon turning 	red and losing its light is one of the signs that immediately precedes 	the 2nd coming of the Lord: Jesus said, “But in those days, after that 	tribulation, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its 	light; the stars of heaven will fall, and the powers in the heavens will 	be shaken. Then they will see the Son of Man coming in the clouds 	with great power and glory. And then he will send his angels and 	gather together his elect from the four winds, from the farthest part of 	earth to the farthest part of heaven” (Mark 13:24-27). NOTE: Many 	people understand this to be the rapture of the church (not 	Armageddon). 
	4. Since the source of the light from the moon is its reflection of the 	sun’s rays, when the sun loses it light, the moon necessarily loses its 	light. The red color would then be the result of whatever pollutants 	are in the atmosphere after the darkening of the sun (or possibly the 	pollutants caused the sun to be temporarily darkened).       
	5. Others, however, suggest that the red color of the moon (hos 	haima, Gk) and its loss of light is from an eclipse; and, because the 	whole moon is involved (he selena hole, Gk), the inhabitants of the 	earth become panic stricken. 
	6. Regardless of what causes its loss of light and its red color, these 	changes in the moon along with the sun 	becoming black, strikes 	terror in the hearts of people. 	     

D. v. 13 And the stars of heaven fell to the earth, as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind.”	
	1. “And the stars of heaven fell to the earth”; the third cosmic 	disturbance John sees is the stars falling to the earth.
	2. The background for this passage probably is Is 34:4 where Isaiah 	wrote: “All the host of heaven shall be dissolved, and the heavens 	shall be rolled up like a scroll; and their host shall fall down as the leaf 	falls from the vine, and as fruit falling from a fig tree”.  
	3. In apocalyptic literature, irregularities in cosmic activities such as 	the stars falling to the earth is generally thought of as indicating that 	the world is coming to an end (Morris 108).
	4. In Greek literature, the word “stars” (aster, Gk), almost always 	referred to stars as they were understood then. It also could have 	referred to large heavenly bodies, in general, including the sun.
	5. In this case, the word almost certainly does not refer to stars.
		a. By the time we reach the 4th trumpet judgment, the stars are 			still in place, Rev 8:12. But this does not require that all the 			stars in heaven fall to the earth; there are billions of stars. 
		b. Perhaps of more importance, is the fact that all stars are 			massively larger than the earth. If they were to “fall” and collide 			with the earth “as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken 			by a mighty wind”, planet earth would be knocked out of its orbit 		around the sun and no life would survive (e.g., the diameter of 	the sun, a medium-sized star, is 109 times larger than earth. More 		than 1.3 million earths could fit into the sun) 
	6.  It is much more likely that aster, here, refers to meteorites, which 	are much smaller than the earth. When they collide with the earth, 	their impact would be absorbed and earth’s orbit would be unaffected 	and no real threat would occur to the earth.  Nonetheless, the 	phenomenon is so large and widespread that from man’s perspective, 	it does appear that the stars are falling, especially when the sky 	recedes “as a scroll when it is rolled up” (v. 14 below).    
	7. “as a fig tree drops its late figs when it is shaken by a mighty wind.”  	John 	describes the effects of the astral phenomenon by use of a 	well-known simile from the Mid-East. When a strong wind storm 	would occur, unripe figs often were torn off their branches and would 	fall to the ground. Here, the scope of the meteorite shower (?) is so 	universal and destructive with meteors apparently colliding with earth, 	that its effects on earth are likened to when a fig tree drops its figs to 	the ground after a strong wind storm. The figs can both be seen 	falling and spread out on the ground underneath the fig tree. The 	holes from the meteorites (?) will be seen on the surface of the earth. 	This, along with all the other signs will produce great terror in the 	hearts of men, Luke 21:25-26.

E. v. 14 Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up”; John uses another familiar event to describe the next cosmic disturbance.  
	1. In the 1st century people appear to have thought that the heavens 	were a solid domed vault (Morris 108)	
	2. “Then the sky receded as a scroll when it is rolled up”; the removal 	of the sky as we now see it appears to be like when a scroll is split in	 	half and allowed to roll up on each side.
	3. The word “receded” (apochoridzo, Gk), is better translated as 	separated or split apart (Gingrich 26). The sky will appear to split 	apart	or separate and roll back in opposite directions like a scroll 	that has been cut in half. It quickly recoils and wraps itself up on each 	side.

F. “and every mountain and island were moved out of its place”; John returns to his description of events on earth and describes even more fearful events concerning the mountains and islands.    
	1. The moving of the mountains and islands refers back to the effects 	of the earthquake in v. 12.  
	2. The earthquake is of such magnitude that every mountain and 	island is affected by it. In vivid language, John is describing the 	initial 	break-up of the cosmic system (Morris 108) 
	3. Two great earthquakes are described in Revelation; 6:12 and 	16:18.  
		a. In 6:12; each mountain and island are moved out of their 			original location
		b. In 16:18, each mountain and island are entirely removed. In 			other words, they no longer exist. The mountains and islands 			are flattened.
	4. The earth has never seen any event like the magnitude of either of 	these earthquakes. I.e., one will move the mountains and islands 	whereas the 2nd one will remove and flatten them, radically changing 	the topography of the earth and the oceans as part of the preparation 	for the Millennial Kingdom. More events will come with the trumpet 	and bowl judgments. 

G.  All of these events taken together (the earthquake, the darkening of the sun and moon, the falling of the stars, the sky being rolled up as a scroll, and every mountain and island being moved out of their places), constitute the sign of the DOL. Collectively, they are intended to strike terror into the inhabitants of the earth. For people, who hold that the well-ordered movements of the sun, moon, and stars indicate the sovereign, providential control of God over the universe, the breakdown of this order can only indicate that the end of the world is at hand (Mounce 150).  When all these events occur, people flee into the mountains where they plead for death rather than have to face the wrath of God and the judgment of the Lamb (6:15-17). 
	1. For God’s enemies, the DOL will be a day of terror (Mounce 151).
	2. Isaiah wrote, “All hands will fall limp, and every man’s heart will 	melt. They will be terrified, pains and anguish will take hold of them, 	they will writhe like a woman in labor, they will look at one another in 		astonishment, their faces aflame” (13:7-8).   
 	3. Malachi wrote “Who can endure the day of his coming? And who 	can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire and like 	fuller’s soap (3:2-3).

H. v. 15 And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man; this is a representation of all levels of humanity from the proverbial top to bottom, who will face judgment at the DOL. The inclusive list of seven levels shows that God is no respecter of persons but judges all people on an equal basis, regardless of rank, social, and economic position. This emphasizes that “not even the privileged and powerful of the earth will be exempt” (Fanning 251). “No matter how we understand greatness, even the greatest will not be immune” (Morris, 108) These have rejected the Lord Jesus Christ’s offer of the forgiveness of sins and have aligned themselves with the beast. Now, they are unable to escape the wrath of God and of the Lamb. They are similar to the list in the LXX version of Is 34:12 (Fanning 251). They are punished for being persecutors of God’s people (Is 33:1-34:13; 35:1-4; Rev 6:9-12) and idolaters (Is 2:10, 18-21) and standing in opposition to the Lord Jesus Christ and his Kingdom (19:18-19). In Rev 19:18-19 they are aligned with the beast and are standing with him at Armageddon waiting to fight the Lord Jesus when he appears. In chapter 13, part of this group is mentioned as having the mark of the beast and being worshippers of him (13:15-16). They are being judged for their rejection of Christ and their corresponding persecution of God’s people (Thomas 455).      
	1. v. 15 And the kings of the earth”, Hoi basileis tes ges (Gk); literally 	kings, also 	includes prime ministers, presidents, etc. These are the 	highest rulers in the land of any country in the world
	2. “the great men”, Hoi megistanes (Gk), advisors and administrators 	for the king
	3. “the rich men”, Hoi plousio (Gk), men in the world with economic 	influence  
	4. “the commanders”, Hoi xiliargoi (Gk), literally, the commanders of 	thousands; these are generals in charge of armies 
	5. “the mighty men”, Hoi ischuroi (Gk), strong men either because of 	mental or physical prowess
	6. “every slave”, pas doulos (Gk); represents the lowest of the social 	scale   
	7. “and every free man”, eleutheros (Gk), represents the lower end of 	the social scale but higher than slaves. 
I. “hid themselves in the caves and in the rocks of the mountains” 
	1. In response to the disturbances on the earth and in the sky, all 	classes of people on earth attempt to flee into the caves and rocks of 	the mountains trying to hide themselves and escape from the 	presence of God’s wrath (Fanning 251).  
	2. The extent of the number of people on earth who flee to the caves 	is not specified. All classes of people are represented but there must 	be a limitation since there are not enough caves (or other places to 	hide) to accommodate the world’s population.    
	3. Perhaps it’s a reference to the area surrounding Jerusalem which 	is filled with many caves or it is meant to represent the attempt of 	people to flee their homes and go into the wilderness where caves 	or other places might be found. 
	4. Possibly, the earthquake has changed the topography of the world 	so much that vast numbers of caves and openings have opened up in 	the earth’s surface and in the mountains and hills.   
	5. Or, perhaps the language is figurative of the response of people to 	the wrath of God and their attempt in some way to flee and hide from 	it.    

J. v. 16 “and they said to the mountains and rocks, "Fall on us and hide us”
	1. This is a very vivid picture. All the people of earth cry out 	desperately to the “mountains and 	the rocks to fall on us and hide 	us.” Their plea to the mountains to protect them reveals the calamity 	they face and anything is preferable to facing it (Morris 108). 
	2. This is an allusion to Hos 10:8, which like Is 2:10, 19-21, speaks of 	the judgment of idolaters and describes them as seeking refuge from 	God’s wrath in mountains and rocks (Mounce 152). In the 8th century 	before Christ, Hosea prophesied the fall of Israel. He said that the 	destruction of Samaria by the Assyrians would be so devastating that 	the people would call upon the mountains to cover them and the hills 	to fall on them. The people are so desperate that they cry out for the 	mountains and rocks to fall on them, preferring to be crushed by them 	rather than to face the wrath of God.   
	3. NOTE: Jesus quoted Hos 10:8 to the women who mourned for him 	on the way to Golgotha (Lu 23:30). This prophecy and the allusion to 	the rocks and mountains falling on people (at their request) as a way 	of hiding from the wrath of God is a common theme with a common 	application in Scripture. Jesus was referring to the destruction of 	Jerusalem in 70 AD and the massive destruction of the city and the 	massacre of the Jews at the hands of the Romans. He was saying 	the Israelites, in desperation, might want to cry out to the mountains 	and rocks to fall on them and protect them from the Romans (Mounce 	152). The judgment at the DOL will similarly be so intense that the 	people on earth will do anything to escape the wrath of God.      

K. “from the face of Him who sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb!” 
	1. “from the face of him who sits on the throne”. Since no one can 	actually see the face of God, this is a figure of speech referring to 	people who fear the presence of God and his wrath and facing his 	divine judgment (Fanning 251).  
	2. Throughout Revelation, God is seen seated on his throne in 	heaven, e.g., Rev 4:2-11; 20:11. 
		a. On his throne, God is seen in his power, holiness, 				praiseworthiness, glory, and honor (4:2-11).
		b. In Rev 20:11, just before the great white throne judgment, 			the earth and the heavens are said to flee from the face of God 			who sits on his throne. He is about to announce judgment 			against the lost forever.
	3. Now, in Rev 6:16, he is about to pour out the judgment of the DOL 	and people are extremely afraid of the thought of facing him.
	4. “and from the wrath of the Lamb”
		a. The phrase, “the wrath of the Lamb”, occurs only here in 			Revelation.	This is the predetermined judgment of God meted 			out by his son.
		b. It emphasizes the Messianic role of the son as opposed to 			his sacrificial role (Mounce 153)
		c. God has granted all judgment to his son. He has given him 			authority and power to do all that is necessary to accomplish 			this (John 5:22-30). E.g., in 5:29 	
			1. At his call, the saved will rise from the dead unto life
			2. At his call, the unrighteous will be raised unto judgment
		d. Paul refers to this in Acts 17:31 where he says that God “has 		appointed a day in which he will judge the world in 					righteousness by the man whom he has ordained. He has 			given assurance of this to all by raising him from the dead”.  			e. In Revelation, John is emphasizing the wrath of Jesus as the 			2nd person of the trinity, invested with all the authority of God to 			judge, acting in his role as the Messiah. When he comes, 				Messiah will speak and act as prophet, priest and king, rightly 			judging disobedience (cf. Rev 2:27).
		f. “Referring to the wrath of the Lamb, epitomizes the mystery of 		God’s kindness and severity” (Rom 11:22) (Fanning 251)
			1. As a lamb, Jesus was the “Lamb of God that takes 				away the sin of the world” (Jo 1:29).
			2. Now, he is seen as the rejected Lamb, taking 					vengeance on those who have rejected his sacrifice and 				his love. He has already opened the first 5 seals and 				sovereignly permitted the judgments of the seals and the 				wrath of Satan to come upon mankind. There is nothing 				inconsistent now with understanding him as the judge of 				sinners (along with God) by the phrase, “the wrath of the 				Lamb”.  

L. v. 17 For the great day of their wrath has come, and who is able to stand?"
	1. For the great day of their wrath has come”
		a. The upheavals in nature are so remarkable that the unsaved 			world recognizes that they have come from God.
		b. The people of the earth see the disruptions of nature and 			conclude that only God is able to do this
		c. They understand it properly as the great day of their wrath or 			the Day of the Lord  
			1. Some manuscripts and versions have “His wrath” (KJV) 			which is doubtful as the proper translation 
			2. The best Greek manuscripts indicate it should be 					translated as “their wrath”, referring back to the Father 				and the Son, i.e., back to the phrase, the face of Him who 			sits on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb”, 6:16 
		d. “Has come” (aorist tense) indicates that the wrath is 				imminent, just about to be poured out
			1. KEY: This is the well-recognized, imminent dramatic				use of the aorist tense verb
			2. In other words, we have seen the sign of the DOL 				(6:12-14), now the DOL (“the great day of his wrath”) is 				imminent. It is about to begin.
			3. It indicates an action as just about to begin. E.g., in:    
				a. Mark 14:41 “The hour is come (aorist tense)” 					spoken by the Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane 					refers to his impending arrest and crucifixion, an 					overhanging event just about to occur
				b. Rev 19:7 The statement “for the marriage of the 					Lamb is come (aorist tense)” is made after the great 				city of Babylon has been judged (Rev 18:21-24) and 				indicates that the marriage between Christ and his 					church is imminent, in the immediate future, and is 					just about to occur.
			4. Thus, the DOL is about to begin; Joel 2:30-31; Acts 				2:19-20 
		e. KEY: This has become a controversial point in interpreting 			eschatology 
			1. At this point, many understand the DOL wrath to be an 				imminent, impending event just about to begin with the 				opening of the 7th seal after the sign of the DOL wrath 				occurs with the opening of the 6th seal. 
			2. However, others (e.g., pretribulationists) try to push the 			6th seal back to the beginning of the 70th week and have it 			apply to all the seals inside the 70th week
			3. They do this to avoid having to place the rapture of the 				church here just after the time of the 6th seal because of 				its immediate association with the DOL wrath (i.e., the 				rapture and the beginning of the DOL wrath always are 				back-	to-back events in Scripture, occurring essentially at 				the same time; cf. Matt 24:29-31; Mark 13:24-27; II Thes 				1:3-10). So, if the sign of the DOL wrath is here, as the 				natural reading of the text says, the rapture of the church 				must be soon thereafter, immediately preceding the DOL 				wrath starting with the trumpet judgments in chapter 8. 				This is the view of the pre-wrath rapture with the rapture 				described in 7:9-17.
			4. NOTE: The difference between the pre-wrath rapturist 				position and the pre-tribulationist position is where to start 			the DOL wrath. The pre-tribulationist starts the DOL wrath 			at the beginning of the 70th week; the pre-wrath rapturist 				starts the DOL wrath here, after the opening of the 6th 				seal.
	2. “and who is able to stand?” 
		a. This raises the question about who will be able to survive the 		DOL wrath. 
		b. The question is meant to be rhetorical and essentially means			that most people will not be able to survive and “highlights the 			impotence of all mankind in that day” (Morris 109)  
			1. Isaiah 13:12 says, “I will make mortal man scarcer than 			pure gold and mankind than the gold of Ophir”
			2. Isaiah 13:15 says, “anyone who is found will be thrust 				through, and anyone who is captured will fall by the 					sword.”  
			3. Isaiah 13:9 says, he will “make the land a desolation; 				and he will exterminate its sinners from it.”
		c. The unsaved on earth recognize that their day of judgment 			by God will be so severe that very few will be able to survive.  
		d. “Stand” refers to remaining on earth and surviving the 				increasing intensity of God’s wrath during trumpet and bowl 			judgments of the DOL. 
		e. John is referring back to the OT prophet, Nahum, who asked, 		“Who can stand before his indignation? Who can endure the 			burning of his anger? His wrath is poured out like fire, and the 			rocks are broken up by him” (Nah 1:6).  
		f. Malachi wrote, “Who can endure the day of his coming? And 			who can stand when he appears?  For he is like a refiner’s fire 			and like the launderers’ soap (Mal 3:2) (Mounce 153). 

Overview of pretribulationism and its major problem: identifying the Day-of-the-Lord Wrath with the 7 seals. 

1. There are four, well-supported, academic positions on end-time events and the rapture of the church:
	a. Pretribulationism
	b. Midtribulationism
	c. Posttribulationism
	d. Pre-wrath

2. Pretribulationism: pretribulationism believes that Jesus will return in the sky to secretly remove all believers, living and dead, from the earth. The rapture can occur at any moment without preceding events and is the deliverance of the church from the DOL wrath of God.

3. The Day-of-the-Lord Wrath: God’s wrath is believed to begin when the 7 seals are opened at the start of the 7-year tribulation period, following the rapture of the church (Fanning 252). The church is taken to heaven before the 7-year tribulation begins and is rescued from the DOL wrath, including the Seal, Trumpet, and Bowl judgments. 

4. Timing of God’s wrath: God’s wrath is believed to commence at the start of the tribulation, which is marked by the opening of the Seal judgments. 

5. Purpose of the rapture: The rapture is seen as a rescue mission to remove the church from the wrath of God that will be poured out on the earth beginning with seal judgments during the 7-year tribulation.

6. The tribulation period: The 7-year tribulation period, which pretribulationists identify with the “70th Week of Daniel”, begins after the rapture of the church. This period marks the start of God’s direct wrath and judgment on the unbelieving world. 

7. The 2nd coming of Christ: after the 7-years of tribulation are complete, Jesus returns to earth to defeat the Antichrist at Armageddon and to establish his Millennial Kingdom.

8. Biblical Support:
	a. I Thes 1:10: Believers are “saved from the wrath to come”, where 	pretribulationists interpret God’s “wrath” as referring to the 7-year 	tribulation period.
	b. I Thes 5:9: This verse reiterates that “God has not destined us for 	wrath” (beginning with the seal judgments) leading to the conclusion 	that believers will not face the judgments of the tribulation. 
	c. Revelation 3:10: The church at Philadelphia is promised that it will 	be “kept from the hour of trial (i.e., the wrath of God) that is coming 	on the whole world.” For pretribulationists, this signifies a physical 		removal from earth before the tribulation begins. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]9. PROBLEM: If pretribulationism is true and the 7-seals begin the wrath of God, then pretribulationists have to “own” and defend the 5th seal as God’s wrath. The problem for pretribulationism is that the 5th seal judgment is directed not toward unbelievers but believers. This makes the Lord directly responsible for the death of the martyrs. This is a major problem for the pretribulationist viewpoint. The solution is to accept the natural reading of the text of the 6th seal, which very clearly describes the sign of the Day of the Lord, which precedes the imminent Day-of-the-Lord wrath, which begins when the 7th seal is opened and the Trumpet judgments are released. The DOL wrath begins when the 7th seal is opened, not at the beginning of the 70th week. This solves the problem pretribulationism has created by identifying the seal judgments as the wrath of God.      
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