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[bookmark: _GoBack]Revelation 7:1-8:  After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea, 3 saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees till we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads.”  4And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed: 5of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed;  6of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed;  7of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 8of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.

A. v.1 “After these things I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree.
	1. “After these things” moves the chronology of the book forward. We 	are about to have things described which occur after the 6th seal but 	before the 7th seal. The two visions in this passage present a 	contrast between the preparedness, determination, and faith of God’s 	people (i.e., the nation of Israel and the church) vs. the people of the 	world who are completely unprepared for what is about to come on 	the earth (Thomas 462). They address the situation from the 	perspective of the question in 6:17, “who is able to stand” when God’s 	DOL judgment begins to fall upon the earth and its inhabitants (i.e., 	the earth-dwellers). They reveal that the status of 144,000 sealed 	Jewish followers of God (7:4-8) and the raptured saints (7:9-17) is 	fully protected by God and is entirely different vs. the earth-dwellers 	who will face the full DOL wrath of God. NOTE: There are some 	controversies among interpreters in this chapter: 1. Is the 144,000 	from the 12 tribes of Israel a literal number or is it symbolic and equal 	to the “innumerable multitude” described later? 2. Should Israel be 	understood literally as ethnic Israel or symbolically as spiritual Israel, 	i.e., the church? 3. Do either of the groups or both refer to martyrs? 	(Morris 110) 
	2. “I saw four angels”
		a. Four angels now become very important as the vision 				unfolds
		b. They are given the responsibility to hold back the 4 winds to 			prevent them from hurting the earth or the sea or the trees 
		c. These angels have charge over the forces of nature over the 			entire earth (Morris 110)
	3. “standing at the four corners of the earth”
		a. These angels are standing at the 4 corners of the earth.  
		b. Some take this to reflect the ancient cosmology of a square 			earth (Mounce 155) 
		c. The term is better understood to mean the 4 directions of a 			compass (N, S, E, and W) referring to the whole earth (Is 11:12; 		Rev 20:8). 
		d. The 4 points of a compass would be the points of origination 			for the 4 winds (i.e., N, S, E, or W) 
		e. “earth” should not be limited to Palestine or the Roman 				world; it refers to the whole earth.
	4. “holding the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow 		on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree”
		a. “Holding” is krateo (Gk) and means hold fast, hold firmly, or 			detain.  
		b. At each point of the compass, each of the 4 winds is being 			detained, held back, not blowing, by the angel who controls its 			movements (Thomas 465).  
		c. The purpose of each angel is to hold back the outpouring of 			God’s wrath against the earth, seas, and vegetation 	as 				described in the trumpet and bowl DOL judgments (Mounce 			155)	
		d. The “wind” should simply be understood metaphorically as 			referring to the contents of the trumpet and bowl judgments
		e. Thus, this angelic interference with the 4 winds, in essence, 			is a reference to the delay of the trumpet judgments while God 			seals his servants to protect them 
		f. “on the earth, on the sea, or on any tree” are objects of 				several of the trumpet and bowl judgments.
			1. Trumpet no.1 is a judgment against the earth and the 				trees 	and the grass (8:7) 
			2. Trumpet no. 2 is a judgment against the seas (8:8)
			3. Trumpet no. 3 is a judgment against the fresh waters 				and the rivers (8:10)
			4. Bowl no. 2 is a judgment against the seas (16:3)
			5. Bowl no. 5 is a judgment against the fresh waters and 				springs  
			6. Bowl no. 6 is a judgment against the Euphrates River
			7. Bowl no. 7 is a judgment (the greatest earthquake 				ever) 	against the earth. 
		g. These judgments are delayed so that God can seal his 				servants (Morris 111) 

B. v 2a. “Then I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God. And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea”  
	1. “Then I saw another angel ascending from the east”; John next 	sees a 5th angel
		a. Some proposed identities to this angel include Jesus, the 			Holy Spirit, Elijah, and an archangel (Thomas 467, Morris 111)
		b. However, “another angel” (allos angelos, Gk), refers to an 			angel of the same kind as the others. He is an angel similar to 			the other four (allos vs. heteros, Gk). 
		c. He is best understood as another angel just like the other 4 			but who is distinguished because of his exalted responsibility
		d. “ascending from the East” (anabainonta apo anatoles heliou, 			(Gk); literally, “ascending from the rising sun”. Is there any 			reason why he comes from the east?  “East” in scripture has 			important aspects associated with it.
			1. The Garden of Eden was in the east (Gen 2:8)
			2. The magi came from the east at the time of Jesus’ birth 			(Matt 2:1)		      
			3. Jesus is called the “dayspring” (anatole, Gk), Luke 				1:78; 	alluding to the sunrise in the LXX by apo anatolon 				“from the risings”, or by simply anatoles [Gen 19:2; Num 				3:38], Thomas 467) 
			4. Christ is called the “morning star” (suggesting 					daylight from the east with the rising sun), Rev 22:16
			5. The glory of God comes into the Temple through the 				eastern gate, Ezek 43:2-4 (Mounce 157)
			6. The Lord Jesus at his 2nd coming, comes out of the 				east (Matt 24:27).
			7. Thus “ascending from the east” could suggest a 					message of cheer and deliverance and salvation
			8. However, the direction of the angel might not be 					important. 
	2. “having the seal of the living God”.
		a. A seal (sphragis, Gk) in biblical times was usually a ring with 			the insignia of the king or other authority, which gave authority 			and validity to official documents; or it marked the king’s 				property (Gen 41:42; Est 3:10; 8:2; Dan 6:17) (Thomas 468, 			Mounce 157).
		b. It was used as a means to authenticate and to protect 				property
		c. The seal is not identified here but Rev 14:1 suggests that it is 		the name of the Lamb and of the Father (Mounce 157). It does 			not refer to any of the 7 seals that were opened in chapter 6, 			leading up to the unleashing of the trumpet and bowl judgments 		inside the scroll 
		d. In the NT and the OT, sealing (sphragis) has a rich 				connotation (Thomas 468):      	
			1. It includes ownership, II Cor 1:22
			2. It includes authentication, John 6:27
			3. It includes protection (safe delivery unto salvation), Eph 			1:14; 4:30
			4. Ezek 9:4-6: it can protect from the judgment of the Lord 
		e. “the living God” (theou zontos, Gk)	
			1. This phrase occurs in both the OT (Joshua 3:10; Ps 				42:2; 	Hos 1:10; II Ki 19:4, 16) and NT (Matt 16:16; 26:63; 				John 6:57, 69; Acts14:15; II Cor 3:3; 6:16; I Thes 1:9; I 				Tim 3:15; 6:17; Heb 3:12; 10:31; 12:22); it emphasizes 				God’s eternality 
			2. Other references to God as existing “forever and 					forever” (eis tous aionas to aionas, Gk) similarly 					emphasize his eternal nature.  
			3. These references to God as the eternal and living God 				contrasts him with the false and temporary gods of 					unbelievers (Charles Vol 1: 205)
			4. His identity as the true and eternal God validates his 				sealing and protection of the saints. His sealing is reliable 				and trustworthy and serves as a source of great comfort 				and encouragement for those who are sealed and 					protected from his DOL judgment which is about to occur 				(with the opening of 7th seal and the trumpet judgments).    

C. v. 2b. “And he cried with a loud voice to the four angels to whom it was granted to harm the earth and the sea” 3saying, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads”  
	1. The 5th angel directs his instruction to the other four angels
		a. He cries out with a loud voice
		b. His loud voice reflects the urgency of the situation to protect 			God’s slaves on the earth from his impending judgment 				(Thomas 469).
		c. Before the four angels release the trumpet judgments upon 			the earth and its inhabitants, God’s slaves (“servants of our 			God”) must be sealed for protection from his wrath
	2. He says, “Do not harm the earth, the sea, or the trees” 
		a. Do not harm is emphatic and means do not begin to allow 			the damage to occur on the earth.  
		b. They are to continue their restraint and not allow any 				damage to the earth, sea, or trees 	in the form of the trumpet 			judgments until the slaves of God are sealed
	3. “until we have sealed the servants of our God on their foreheads” 
		a. “We” refers to another group of angels who appear in the 			vision and assist the angel from the east in sealing the 144,000 			slaves of God or it’s the initial 4 angels who are commanded 			not to allow any damage to the earth, sea, or trees (Thomas 			490). 
		b. “until we have sealed”; there are several suggestions as to 			what the servants are sealed from (Thomas 470-72):
			1. Some see the seal as representing baptism. This 					comes from Ezek 9:4-6, where “the mark” is understood 				to be the Hebrew letter tau (“t”), which was originally 				shaped like a cross. The sign of the cross would indicate 				to some that water baptism is in the passage and that it 				replaced OT circumcision. “Until we have sealed” is 					meant to be understood as “until we have baptized.” 				However, the connection between this seal and water 				baptism is not likely (early Christian writings understood 				Paul’s writings on the sealing of the Holy Spirit [II Cor 				1:22; Eph 1:13; 4:30] to be references to water baptism 				and identified the sealing of baptism to be referred to here 			(Lee, Revelation in Thomas 470). 
			2. Some see the seal as a promise of protection but the 				thing protected from is not clearly defined. Some 					understand it to be the demonic plague of locusts from 				the 5th trumpet judgment, Rev 9:1-5 (Charles I. 205). 				Although this is would be included in the protection, this is 			unnecessarily restrictive (Thomas 471). The judgments of 			the trumpets and bowls are not limited to demonic activity. 			The servants of God are sealed from all the trumpets and 				bowl judgments.  
			3. Some see the sealing as the saints protection from 				death. The reasoning is that since they are already God’s 				children, the sealing cannot be for spiritual salvation. This 				same group is seen alive with Christ on Mount Zion (14:1-				5), thus they will be physically protected from death until 				the Lord comes and gathers them into his kingdom. This 				is a popular post-tribulational argument (Walvoord).  
			4. Some see the sealing as spiritual sealing, protecting 				the servants spiritually. Since they will be called to suffer 				martyrdom, Rev 13:15, this will secure them spiritually.  				However, this appears to be redundant since our 					understanding of salvation is that it includes eternal 					spiritual security. A separate spiritual sealing would not be 			necessary if they were children of God. 
			5. The best understanding is that the seal protects the 				servants of God and preserves them alive from the 					judgments of God during the DOL, i.e., the trumpet and 				bowl judgments. This view differs from no. 3 above in that 			it makes no assumption as to whether or not the servants 				are already saved spiritually. See Ezek 9:1-11 
 		c. "the servants of our God on their forehead”; 
			1. These are fully identified in verses 4-8
			2. “Servants” (doulos, Gk) means slaves and refers to 				utter devotion to God (Morris 111)	 
			3. They are 12,000 from each of the 12 tribes of Israel
			4. However, this is controversial to some
				a. What is the definition of the word “Israel”?
				b. Should “12,000” and “12 tribes” be taken literally?
				c. Are these people saved or not at this point in the 					book of Revelation?  
				d. There is little exegetical evidence to explain these 				issues and interpreters should be guided by the 					best exegetical principles of interpretation and their					understanding of the book as a whole (Morris 110)   
			5. The placing of the seal is “on their foreheads”.  
				a. It was common for a solider to receive a mark of 
				loyalty on his forehead    
				b. Guild members would receive a mark on their 					foreheads as a mark of religious devotion to the 					deity of their guild (Thomas 473)
				c. The forehead was chosen because it was 						conspicuous, noble, and readily identified (Lenski in 					Thomas 473)
				d. For slaves, a mark on the forehead made it 						obvious who owned them and whom they served. 

D. v. 4 “And I heard the number of those who were sealed. One hundred and forty-four thousand of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed”
	1. When we come to verse 4, the sealing of verse 3 has already 		taken place. I.e., “One hundred and forty-four thousand of all 	the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed” (esphragismemon, 	Gk, perfect tense, “permanent” sealing)
	2.  There are two different ways to understand the number, 	144,000.  
		a. Symbolical: It is not a real number; but it represents 				completeness (Charles 1:206; Robertson 6:350; Mounce 158)
			1. As a symbolic number, it rules out the possibility of 				taking the number literally.
			2. Israel consisted of 12 tribes but there is no identical 				matching list of 12 tribes anywhere in Scripture so this list 				supposedly is not authoritative. However, there is no 				official authoritative list in the OT. Moving Judah’s name 				to 1st probably reflects Christian concern to put Jesus’ 				tribe first. The particular arrangement of the names is not 				the final deciding factor in order to authenticate the list of 				tribes (Fanning 263) 
			3. We just don’t have the number 12 here but we have 12 				x 12, 	suggesting that the number is symbolic. 						Furthermore, there is the number 1000, suggesting even 				more so that the number is symbolic (Schreiner 293)  
			4. Supposedly, it is just a vast number, but far less than 				the number that is “innumerable”, 7:9; but more than the 				finite number of 1000, for example in 20:2 (Thomas 	474)   
			5. Other supposed instances of symbolic numbers include 			21:16 (12,000); 22:2 (12); and, 4:4 (24)  
			NOTE: There is no exegetical evidence for taking the 				number symbolically (or any of the other numbers).  The 				primary reason to make it symbolic is to connect it to the 				“innumerable multitude” in 5:9 and to make it represent 				the church (Mounce 158), but no true connection exists; 				this is a matter of prejudicial, predetermined theological 				interpretation. The number of 144,000 is contrasted with 				“a great multitude that no one could number” making it 				difficult to conclude that 144,000 is symbolic for an 					“innumerable number”; and, it is difficult to make the two 				groups identical when John portrays one with an exact 				number and the other with a number impossible to count 				(Fanning 261). 
			6. Most of these additional arguments are derived from 				Morris (111-112). E.g., 											a. Matt 19:28: the disciples sitting on 12 thrones 					judging the 12 tribes of Israel makes the 12 tribes 					symbolic of the church. NOTE: once you start 						interpreting one passage symbolically, it requires 					you to interpret other passages symbolically. It has 					a “snowball” effect.
				b. Paul identifies the believer in Christ as the “true 					Jew” i.e., a member of the church (Rom 2:29) and 					refers to the church as “the Israel of God”, Gal 6:16. 				Ethnic Israel is done away with. 
				c. Peter borrows from the OT when referring to 					believers as “a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 					holy nation” and reapplies it and blends Israel’s 					distinctiveness into the church, I Pet 2:9. Israel is 					no longer distinctive. 
				d. The church is God’s people (Tit 2:14) and the 					circumcision (Phil 3:3), excluding ethnic Israel from 					the future plan of God
				e. Abraham is the Father of all who believe (Rom 					4:11) and the church is referred to as Abraham’s 					children (Gal 3:7); again, excluding ethnic Israel
		b. Literally: a real number of 144,000
			1. There is no exegetical justification for taking the 					number 144,000 as symbolic as a figure of speech
			2. It is still a true, finite number which is in contrast to the 				number of the following multitude (7:9), which is 					innumerable
			3. The literal understanding of the 144,000 was held by 				many in the early church, including Irenaeus (Haer. 5.30.2 			in Schreiber 295), Andrew of Caesarea (Weinrich 2005, 				137-140 in Schreiber 295); Victorinus (Weinrich 					2011:126, 20 in Schreiber 295); Jerome (Weinrich 					2005:105-6 in Schreiber 295) 
			4. The literal interpretation is supported by OT references 				including Deut 30:1-5; Is 11:10-16; and, Jer 23:5 
			5. The specific identification of those sealed “from every 				tribe of the sons of Israel” strongly emphasizes an 					Israelite origin for these servants. They are not just “from 				Israel” or “from the sons of Israel” or “from the tribes of 				the sons of Israel” but “from every tribe of the sons of 				Israel” (Fanning 261). “This phrasing is then reinforced 				with almost tortured repetition in vv. 5-8 as each of the 				tribes is specified and its contribution to the total is tallied. 			On the face of it, the meaning of this description is quite 				straightforward: they are Israelites, physical descendants 				of the sons of Jacob” (Fanning 261)
			6. Fanning concludes: “Given the specific contextual 				contrasts between this group (vv. 4-8, the 144,000) and 				the multitude described in vv. 9-17, taking these servants 				as ethnic Israelites appears to be the most straightforward 			reading of the text” (Fanning 262)  
			7. If it is symbolic, then nearly any number in Revelation 				could be taken symbolically. E.g., God reserved for 					himself 7,000 in I Kings 19:18; but, we can’t be sure he 				can reserve 144,000 for himself out of the Great 					Tribulation? (Thomas 474)
			8. It represents the number of Jews brought safely 					through the Great Tribulation (Walvoord 143)
			9. Others, say it represents the number of Jewish 					believers martyred throughout the Great Tribulation 					(Thomas 474). They are preserved spiritually but lose 				their lives physically (still literal).
				a. They coincide with those who were scheduled to 					lose their lives, 6:11.  	
				b. They coincide with the presumed martyrs 						presented in Heaven with the Lord in 14:1-5
			10. Or, it represents a special group of Jewish witnesses 				during the Tribulation time who have special protection 				from God as they witness throughout Israel (Thomas 475)  
				a. After their witnessing is over, though, martyrdom 					will occur to them, cf. Rev 12:17; 14:1-5.  
				b. The period of time of their witness is the period of 				the 7th seal and the 7 trumpets, or the last half of the 				70th week.    		
			10. Or, it represents the Jews who flee into the wilderness 			when the Antichrist reveals himself at the midpoint of the 				70th week, at the beginning of the Great Tribulation. 
				a. This is the “woman” who flees into the 						wilderness, Rev 12:6, 13-16
				b. They have a place prepared for them by God, 					where they are protected first from the wrath of 					Satan (i.e., the Great Tribulation headed up by the 					Antichrist); and then secondly, they are protected 					from the wrath of God (i.e., the DOL) by the sealing 					they received just before the 7th seal and the 7 					trumpet judgments. 
				c. These are not all that will be saved out of Israel.
				d. In Rev 14:1-5, which is the only other passage 					that directly refers to the 144,000, we are told that 					the 144,000 are the “first fruits to God and to the 					Lamb”. In other words, many more will be saved 					within the nation of Israel before the end of the 70th 					week.
				e. From Rev 14:4, we also learn that these 144,000 					“have not defiled themselves with women, for they 					are virgins”. This means they have not defiled 						themselves spiritually and follow the Lamb 						wherever he goes. They are alive at the end of the 					70th week. They have been faithful to Jesus Christ 					throughout their time of sealing.  
	3. “of all the tribes of the children of Israel were sealed”
		a. A similar issue exists as to the identity “of the children of 			Israel”
		b. The word “Israel” can be taken 1 of 2 ways
			1. Symbolically, as a reference to the Church 
			2. Literally, as a reference to the nation of Israel and its 				12 tribes  			     
		c. Symbolically, it is understood to be a reference to “spiritual” 			Israel, i.e., the church (Ladd 115; Robertson 6:350; Schreiner 			295-298)
			1. “Proof” for this viewpoint is said to exist in Matt 19:28; 				Rom 	2:29; 4:11; 9:6-8; Gal 3:29; 6:16; Phil 3:3; Jam 1:1; I 			Pet 1:1; 2:4, Rev 1:6; 2:9; 3:9; 18:4 (Ladd 116). However, 				instead of taking Israel as the church in these verses, a 				strong case can be made that John affirms the 					widespread Jewish expectation of the regathering in the 				end times of all the tribes of ethnic Israel from their exile 				among the nations. This is God’s pledge throughout the 				OT (Deut 30:1-5; Is 11:10-16; 27:12-13; 49:5-6; Jer 3:18; 				23:5-8; 31:7-10; Ezek 11:13-21; 37:15-28; 47:13-14; 				48:30-35; Mic 2:12; Zech 10:8-10) (Fanning 263). 					2. Most identify this group of all the tribes of the children 				of Israel with the innumerable group of believers in 7:9-17
			3. As already argued, supposedly, the number 144,000 				almost certainly is symbolic and is an alternative way of 				referring to the “innumerable multitude” from every nation, 			people, language, and tribe. 
			4. Chapter 7 answers the question in chapter 6:17: Who 				can withstand the wrath of God and the Lamb on the last 				day? Answer: Those who are sealed from all the earth are 			protected. However, the number of 144,000 is way too 				small to encompass all believers who are sealed and 				saved from God’s wrath; it must be symbolic. They argue				that the sealing must embrace the entire Christian 					community, i.e. the church, and that it is not limited to 				believers within the nation of Israel. But the context does 				not require that the entire world be sealed. 	 
			5. The four winds ready to blow on the earth are universal 			suggesting they affect the entire church, 7:1
			6.. Some say that John foresees the day when the human 			race will be divided between those who have the mark of 				the beast and those having the seal of God. Therefore, 				the 144,000 must include all living believers and not just 				those of Israel.
			8. Those who are sealed are God’s servants (slaves) and 				the servants of Revelation represent all believers (1:1; 				19:2, 5; 22:3-6). However, God’s servants (slaves) occur 				sometimes with a narrower context in mind (e.g., 2:20, 				Christians misled by Jezebel; 10:7, prophets; cf. 15:3, 				Moses; 19:2, martyrs of the great prostitute) (Fanning 				262) 
			9. A symbolic reading is supported by 14:3-4 where the 				144,000 are identified as all who are redeemed which 				must represent all the church, not just ethnic Israel. The 				number must be much larger.
			10. The tribal listing is quite unique since Joseph and 				Manasseh are included, not Ephraim and Manasseh, 				supporting a symbolic list of Israelite tribes
			11. Twice, John says that Jews in the synagogue belong 				to Satan (2:9, 3:9) in contrast to believers in Jesus Christ. 				Thus, there are grounds for thinking that the title “Israel”, 				the true people of God, is assigned to believers in Jesus 				Christ and that the term “Jew” describes lost Jews in 				the synagogues
			12. It is likely that most Jews do not know their tribal 				ancestry and do not know what tribe they belong to. And 				since the 12 tribes did not exist in 1st century Israel, it is 				highly unlikely that John was literally referring to the 12 				tribes when he wrote because they were not in existence 				at the time. Tribal identity would not have been important 				in the 1st century. 
		D. However, there are several arguments against the symbolic 			view
			1. No clear exegetically-derived example exists in 					Scripture that identifies the church with the “Israel of 				God” (Thomas 475)
			2. This requires that the 12 tribes (7:4-8) be interpreted in 				some way to represent 12 divisions within the church (or 				else this reference in 7:5-8, has to be ignored). There is 				no exegetical support for this (Thomas 476) (it’s almost 				ridiculous) 
			3. Literally, the term Israel must be understood as 					referring to the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, 				and Jacob. Most of these arguments are derived from 				Walvoord, 142-143 and Schreiner 295-296
				a. This is the natural understanding and the normal 					usage of the word, “Israel”. There is no exegetical 					basis for treating it as a symbolic reference to the 					church.    
				b. It leads naturally to the detailed division of the 					people of Israel into 12 tribes (7:5-8) (Thomas 477)
				c. This is the earliest understanding of the text by 					the Church fathers (Charles 1:193).
				d. The term Israel is never used of Gentiles 
				e. It follows the clear distinction the Apostle Paul 					makes between Israel and the church in Rom 9-11
				f. Approximately 18 lists of the 12 tribes exist in the 					OT and there are always 12 listed (although the 					names of the 12 tribes vary among the lists). This 					suggests that the apostle John is referring to ethnic 					Israel consisting of 12 tribes whatever the order is in 				the lists of tribes throughout scripture (Thomas 477)  
				g. The term Israel is never used outside of the 					descendants of Jacob 
				h. The difference between the number sealed out of 				Israel and the innumerable multitude is absolutely 					staggering. They are not the same number; they are 				not the same group
				i. Walvoord writes: “It would be rather ridiculous to 					carry 	the typology of Israel representing the church 					to the extent of dividing it up into 12 tribes as was 					done here, if it was the intent of the writer to 						describe the church. It is rather a clear indication of 					God’s continued purpose for the nation Israel and 					their preservation through this awful time of trouble” 					(Walvoord 143)  
			4. However, there are still (foolish) objections to this view  
				a. The name Israel could have changed its meaning 				from ethnic Israel to the church
				b. The persecution in the church at this time 						required that the church be known under a code 					name, such as 144,000  
				c. God would not have overlooked the church in his 					sealing of believers	  
				d. The use of the term Israel introduces racial 						distinctions into the church; not appropriate to do so
				e. It seems to be saying that the Jews are saved by 					sealing but the Gentiles are saved without a seal 					and somehow survive on their own to the end of the 				70th week to enter the Millennial Kingdom (Caird 					95). However, the context does not require the 					Gentiles to be sealed. It is broadly understood that 					Gentile Christians in the Great Tribulation are not all 				protected from suffering and death at the hands of 					Antichrist (Fanning 263). A full understanding of the 					purpose of the sealing determines the necessity and 				breadth of sealing. 	
				f. Impossible to have all the tribes of Israel referred 					to since 10 were lost when the Northern 10 tribes 					were 	taken into captivity by the Assyrians and the 2 					Southern tribes (Judah and Benjamin) lost their 					identity when they were destroyed by Rome in 70 					AD (Mounce 158). However, contrary to modern 					opinion, 1st century Israelites did think about the lost 				tribes and did anticipate God’s restoration of all the 					tribes of Israel (Fanning 262)
			4. So, the best understanding is that this is the nation of 				Israel fully supportable by a literal understanding and 				exegesis of Scripture. It is honoring to God, taking his 				promises to Israel literally and seeing him fulfill them at 				this time. Israel will be restored by God at the end of the 				70th week “after the “fullness 	of the Gentiles has come in” 				(Rom 11:25). Concerning this, the Apostle Paul wrote, 				“all Israel will be saved as it is written: The deliverer will 				come out of Zion and he will turn away ungodliness from 				Jacob. For, this is my covenant with them when I take	 			away their sins” (Rom 11:26-27). 

E. v 5-8: Of the tribe of Judah twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Reuben twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Gad twelve thousand were sealed;  6of the tribe of Asher twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Naphtali twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Manasseh twelve thousand were sealed;  7of the tribe of Simeon twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Levi twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Issachar twelve thousand were sealed; 8of the tribe of Zebulun twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Joseph twelve thousand were sealed; of the tribe of Benjamin twelve thousand were sealed.

At this point, John lists the 12 tribes that make up the 144,000 Jews that are sealed for their safety. Understanding the term “Israel” to be literal in v 4 and referring to the nation of Israel, requires us to understand these 12 tribes to represent the natural descendants of Jacob. There are 19 lists of Jacob’s 12 sons in the OT, all are different, and none of them agree with the list of sons here. They are all different yet they all represent the 12 sons of Jacob even the list here. The lists are found in: Gen 29:32-35:18; 35:22-26; 46:8-25; 49:3-27; Ex 1:2-5; Num 1:5-15; 2:3-31; 13:4-15; 26:4-51; 34:19-28; Deut 27:12-13; 33:6-25; Josh 13:7-22; Judg 5:12-18; I Chron 2:1-8:40; 12:24-37; 27:16-22; Ezek 48:1-7, 23-28, 31-34.  

Thomas identifies 10 different ways the lists appear to be arranged throughout Scripture (Thomas 479):
	1. Gen 29:32-35:18: arranged according to birth order
    	2. Gen 49:3-27: arranged according to the order that Jacob blessed 	them
	3. Num 2:3-31: according to encampment
	4. Num 26:4-51: according to the order of census before invasion of 	Canaan
	5. Deut 27:12-13: according to the order of blessing and cursing
	6. Deut 33:6-25: according to Moses blessing
	7. Num 1:5-15: according to the order of the “princes”
	8. Josh 13:7-22:34: according to the order of inheritance
	9. I Chron 2:1-8:40: according to the order of the wives and 	concubines
	10. Eze 48:31-34: according to the order of the gates of the city
 A peculiarity in the list is the lack of the mention of the tribe of Dan. Thomas identifies a number of potential explanations (480-1):
	1. Dan is omitted due to textual corruption (Dan is replaced by 	Manasseh; i.e., “Man” vs. “Dan”) 
	2. Dan is omitted due to belief that the Antichrist will arise from the 	tribe of Dan (Charles 1:208; Mounce 160)
	3. Omitted due to the area of the tribe of Dan being an area of calf 	worship (I Ki 11:26; 12:28-30) (Caird 99, Mounce 159) 
	4. Omitted due to Jacob’s prophecy relating Dan to the serpent and 	the diabolical (Gen 49:17)
	5. Omitted due to the tribe not returning from the captivity and 	becoming extinct (tribe absent from I Chron 4-7)
	6. Omitted due to becoming insignificant as a tribe
	7. Omitted due to Dan leaving his inheritance and moving to Laish 	and practicing idolatry 
	8. Omitted due to it being the only tribe that failed to conquer its 	territory and turning to idolatry (Judg 1:34; 18:2, 14-31; I Ki 11:26; 	12:28-30) (Idolaters are excluded from the New Jerusalem, Rev 	22:15)  

Another peculiarity is the omission of the name of Ephraim (Thomas 481).
This might be due to:
	1. Ephraim having a leading role in turning the northern tribes into 	idolatry (Judg 17:1-13; 18:2, 30, 31; I Ki 12:25-29; Hos 4:17)
	2. It defected from the house of David (II Sam 2:9; Is 7:9, 17) and 	allied with the enemies of Judah (Is 7:2, 5; cf. Hos 5:1) 
	3. Joseph was substituted into the list due to Ephraim’s disappointing 	“untheocratic” ways (cf. Jud 1:22, 35 where Ephraim and Manasseh 	received their inheritance through Joseph). Including Joseph here 	indirectly inoffensively included Ephraim and Manasseh in the list and 	blessings of the 12 tribes.

Another peculiarity is the inclusion of both Joseph and Manasseh (Thomas 481).  The best explanation is that Manasseh was a faithful son of Joseph; and, when Joseph was given a double blessing by his father Jacob (Gen 48:22), Jacob intended to include Manasseh in the blessing along with Joseph.  

There are multiple peculiarities in this listing of the 12 sons of Jacob and we have just touched on a few of them (Thomas 482). Because this is the last listing of Jacob’s sons, it is fair to say in this eschatologic context, that the descendants of these 12 tribes will be sealed for protection during the time of the DOL trumpet and bowl judgments.   































Revelation 7:9-17
The Innumerable Multitude in Heaven

9After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!” 11 All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, 12“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever. Amen.” 13Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 14And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So, he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 

15Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”

E. 9After these things I looked, and behold, a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues, standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, with palm branches in their hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  
  	1. “After these things I looked, and behold”, i.e., after the sealing of 	the 144,000 
		a. “After these things” means the chronology moves forward
		b. This is a new and distinct vision
		c. However, some see the arrival of the innumerable multitude 			before the throne in heaven as a different but simultaneous 			event occurring in heaven while the sealing of the 144,000 			occurs on earth.  But, this goes against the use and 					understanding of the phrase, “after these things”.  In the book of 		Revelation, “after these things” seems to always moves the 			chronology forward, 1:19, 4:1, 7:1, 15:5, 18:1, 19:1 
	2. “a great multitude which no one could number”; 
		a. A great variety of opinions have been offered to identify this 
		innumerable multitude 
		b. KEY:  This is a very large number of people!
			1. Two words are used, great (polus) and multitude 					(oxlos)
			2. It is more than a multitude or crowd; it a great multitude 			or crowd!
			3. It is so big that no one could number it
	3. Some see this as a restatement of the previous vision of the 		144,000 Jewish people, equating the two visions and making each 	group the same. However, they are very different visions and cannot 	be equated.
		a. The reason this is done is to make the church “spiritual 				Israel”. Because of Israel’s sin of rejecting the Lord throughout 			the OT, and in crucifying their Messiah, the promises of God 			given to the Israelites supposedly were transferred to the 				church and in essence, making it “spiritual Israel”.  Some 				actually understand the first vision of the 144,000 Jews to be 			the church on earth, while the second vision is said to represent 		the church triumphant in heaven.  
		b. However, there is no exegetical basis for equating Israel with 		the Church, nor for transferring God’s promises to Israel to the 			church. If God were to transfer his original promises to Israel 			(being unable to fulfill them because of Israel’s disobedience) to 		the church, how can we trust him now to be able to perform his 			promises to us, the church?  
		c. Looking at the context, these 2 visions cannot be equated.   
			1. The number of people previously is finite (144,000); 				these are innumerable 
			2. Earlier they are from the 12 tribes of Israel; these are 				from the whole world
			3. The 144,000 is sealed to protect them from the Day-of-				the-Lord (DOL) wrath, whereas the innumerable multitude 			is removed out of Satan’s Great Tribulation wrath (at the 				end) before the DOL wrath begins (Rev 12:12).
	4. Others see this as a symbolic representation of all those who are 	victorious in salvation down through the periods of time regardless of 	whether they are Jew or Gentile.  They are understood as the elect of 	all ages.
		a. However, it ignores the statement that these come out of the 			Great Tribulation
		b. It ignores the time in the context, not allowing this to occur 			between the 6th and 7th seals. 
	5. Another view sees these as the “post-tribulation saints”, alive on 	earth at the end of the 70th week.  These are the ones who survive 	through the Great Tribulation and DOL wrath (until the end of the 70th 	week) and are raptured and then returned quickly to the earth with 	the Lord. 
		a. The vision would be prophetic, jumping to the end of the 			70th week of Daniel 
		b. This interpretation sees the vision occurring on earth with 			the saints anticipating the judgment seat of Christ after the 			rapture and prior to the Millennial Kingdom.  
		c. But, best to see this scene in Heaven 
	6.  Another understanding of this is to see these as all the martyred 		tribulation saints that the Lord predicted in the 5th seal and who 	receive white robes immediately at death when they are taken up into 	heaven.   
		a. Although understood as martyrs, this is not explicitly stated
		b. Their white robes connect them (in some way) with the 				martyrs under the altar at the 5th seal 
			1. In these 2 passages believers are referred to as 					having white robes	
			2. All believers eventually will have white robes (2:4-5; 				3:18); however, martyrs receive them upon death (6:11) 
	7. Another view is to identify them as “tribulation saints”, i.e., Jewish 		and Gentile believers who have died naturally or through martyrdom 	during the first 6 seals.  
		a. They have been arriving up into heaven periodically 				throughout the tribulation period but their number now is nearly 			complete.  	
		b. They are the fruit of the evangelistic work of the supposed 			144,000 Jewish evangelists who were just sealed.  
		c. This is the standard view of most pretribulation rapturists.    
		d. However, there are logistical and other problems concerning 			this view
			1. The spiritual conditions of the world are not reflective of 			the conditions necessary for a worldwide, Holy Spirit-led 				revival of this magnitude. In other words, the events 					inside the 70th week of Daniel are hardly conducive to the 				moving of God’s Spirit leading to the greatest revival of all 			time (In fact, we’ll see that God is doing the opposite, 				turning people away from him).    
				a. It seems impossible to believe that a worldwide 					revival could take place at this time through the 					work of Jewish evangelists when Antichrist sits in 					the temple of God and proclaims himself to be God 					(II Thes 2:4), and:  
					1. Spiritually deludes the world through his 						own miracles and the miracles of the false 						prophet and other false teachers (Rev 13:1, 3-						8, 11-17) 
					2. Demands and receives the world’s worship 						(Rev 13:4, 8) 
					3. Inaugurates the Great Tribulation (Rev 						12:12, 17), forcing people to take the mark of 						the beast and to make a personal image of 						him (Rev 13:14-17)
					4. Persecutes and kills believers mercilessly 						without opposition (Rev 13:7, 15)
					5. Causes many within professing 								Christendom to fall away from the faith, i.e., 						the great apostasy (II Thes 2:3-4)
				b. And then to make matters worse, the apostle 					Paul teaches that after Antichrist “sits as God in the 					temple of God, showing himself that he is God … 					God will send them strong delusion that they should 				believe the lie, that they all may be condemned who 				did not believe the truth but had pleasure in 						unrighteousness” (II Thes 2:4, 9-12).  In other 						words, in addition to all of the deception of Satan, 					Antichrist, and the false prophet, God, himself, now 					sends a strong delusion so that people cannot 					believe the truth and be saved (e.g., Pharoah was 					hardened by the Lord). 
			2. It seems unlikely that the 144,000 Jews sealed earlier 				act as evangelists to reach the world for Christ.  
				a. If the 144,000 Jews who are sealed for safety 					during the DOL, are also identified as “spiritual 					Israel” hiding in the wilderness (Rev 12:6, 14-16), it 					is impossible that they could serve as Jewish 						evangelists throughout the world because Scripture 					specifically says they are in the wilderness, hiding in 				God’s place of protection for 3 ½ years.  They 						cannot be evangelizing the world and be in hiding at 				the same time.  
				b. Also, they have just been sealed (inside the 2nd 					half of the 70th week of Daniel) and could not have 					had the time to evangelize the entire world before 					this innumerable multitude shows up in heaven. 
			3. If these are tribulation and DOL martyrs, the promise of 			God to “deliver (believers) from the wrath to come” (I 				Thes 1:10; 5:9) or to “be saved from wrath through him” 				(Rom 5:9), is violated.  Shouldn’t this promise of safety be 			applicable to all believers regardless of when they are 				saved? If so, then to allow these believers to face the 				wrath of God during the 70th Week nullifies God’s promise 			that his children would not face his wrath.    
			4. These people have bodies (7:9); and, if the rapture has 			already occurred pretribulationally, to say that tribulation 				martyrs have bodies is to violate the Scriptures. To 					rephrase the question, if the rapture has already occurred 			and these are tribulation saints in heaven with bodies, 				how and when did they receive them?  
				a. Scripture indicates that except for Elijah and 					Enoch, no one in heaven will have a resurrection 					body until/unless they experience the rapture of the 					church (I Cor 15:50-57). Thus, to say that the 						rapture occurred pretribulationally and that martyred 				tribulation saints later have bodies in heaven is to 					ignore the clear teaching of Rev 20:4.   
				b. Rev 20:4 teaches that the martyred tribulation 					saints have a special resurrection of their own when 				they receive their bodies at the start of the Millennial 				Kingdom; cf. Rev 6:9-11 with 20:4. I.e., the martyrs 					of the tribulation appear to be raised and given their 					resurrection bodies at the start of the Millennial 					Kingdom, not after the 6th seal. So, if the martyrs of 					the 70th week do not receive their resurrection 						bodies until the end of the 70th week, how can they 					have them now? 
			5. Also, if the great heavenly multitude is composed of 				converts that are saved after the Rapture, the question 				has to be asked, ‘where are the raptured saints in the 				magnificent heavenly scene described in 6:9?’  If the 				great multitude are tribulation martyrs, where is the 					raptured church and why are they not greeting their loved 				ones when they arrive in heaven? Everyone else seems 				to be in heaven except the church, 7:11. 
		e. In conclusion, these logistical and biblical problems argue 			strongly against the view that these are “tribulation saints”, i.e., 			martyrs arriving up into heaven during the 70th week after a 			pretribulational rapture of the church.     
	8. Another view sees these saints as the true church, raptured out of 	the Great Tribulation (prior to the DOL wrath) and taken up to meet 	the Lord in the air and then on to heaven.  		
		a. This is the view of the prewrath rapture.  
		b. All saints whether alive, dead from natural causes, or 				martyred will be caught up to Heaven at this time (I Cor 15:51; I 		Thes 4:16-17).  
		c. The prewrath view of the rapture is that Christ will rapture his 			church after he cuts short the Great Tribulation at the hands of 			the Antichrist, before he unleashes his DOL wrath (cf. Matt 			24:22)  
		d. In other words, when the sign of the DOL (the 6th seal) 				occurs, there is the greatest earthquake ever (up to that point in 		time) and all the natural lights in the universe (sun, moon and 			stars) are turned off, ending the Great Tribulation (cf. Matt 			24:29; Rev 6:12). Immediately afterwards, the Lord appears in 			the heavens and 	gathers together his elect before the DOL 			wrath begins (Matt 24:30-31). I.e., the rapture occurs and is 			followed immediately by the DOL wrath, which commences on 			the same day. We should understand that rapture and wrath 			commence on the same day or that the rapture initiates the 			DOL; Luke 17:22-30; Matt 24:37, 39-41; Luke 17:34-36; Luke 			21:25-28.			
		e. The fact that this innumerable multitude comes out of the 			Great Tribulation parallels perfectly what Christ taught his 				disciples. This occurs after the 6th seal as recorded in Matthew 			24:29-31: “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the 			sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light, and 			the stars will fall from the sky and the powers of the heavens 			will be shaken (cf. Rev 6:12-14). And then the sign of the Son 			of Man will appear in the sky and then all the tribes of the earth 			will mourn (cf. Rev 1:7) and they will see the Son of Man 				coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 			And he will send forth his angels and they will gather together 			his elect” (Matt 24:29-31) “from the farthest part of earth to the 			farthest part of heaven” (Mark 13:27 cf. Rev 7:9). This is the 			“innumerable multitude” that shows up in heaven after the 6th 			seal.  				
			1. Matthew’s sequence of events is tribulation: 24:9-26; 				sign of DOL: 24:29; rapture: 24:27, 29-31; wrath: 24:14, 				36-39.  
			2. John’s identical sequence in Revelation is tribulation: 				6:7-11; sign of DOL: 6:12-14; rapture: 7:9-17; wrath: 8:1ff.    
			3. This also is confirmed in Paul’s writing: tribulation: II 				Thes 	1:6-7a; 2:3-4; 8-10; rapture: I Thes 4:15-17; II Thes 				2:1; wrath: I Thes 5:1-3; II Thes 1:7b-9; II Thes 2:2, 8, 
	9. “which no one could number”
		a. It should not be taken that someone tried to count the 				multitude.  
		b. The number is massively large and represents the number of 		people whom God has chosen to be the bride for his son. All 			these people will spend eternity loving, worshiping, and serving 			the Lord Jesus Christ. The bride is God’s love gift to his son.  			He is worthy! 
	10. “of all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues”
		a. This multitude in heaven is innumerable because it is world-			wide in its breadth. The people arriving up into heaven are 			from every country, every tribe, every people, and every spoken 		language in the world.   
		b. Comparing Scripture with Scripture we see that the great 			multitude arriving suddenly in Heaven “from every nation and 			all tribes and peoples and tongues” (v.9) is a direct reference to 		Rev 5:9.
			1. In 5:9, this same multitude is described as those for 				whom Christ “was slain and did purchase for God with 				Thy (Christ’s) blood from every tribe and tongue and 				people and nation”. 
			2. This can only be the elect of God from all nations and 				all times, down through the ages of time
			3. “nations” (ethnous, Gk) refers to people bound together 			by political unity or by habits and customs
			4. “tribes” (phyles, Gk) contains the idea of descent.  It is 				a group belonging to the same clan and united by family 				lineage. 
			5. “peoples” (laos, Gk) is a word that unites people of the 				same race or stock
			6. “tongues” (glosson, Gk) mean people speaking the 				same language.  
			7. People of every nation, descent, race, and language 				are part of this innumerable multitude and beneficiaries of 			the Christ’s redemption, cf. 5:9.     
	11. “standing before the throne and before the Lamb, clothed with 	white robes, with palm branches in their hands,”  
		a. This scene occurs in heaven before the throne of God and 			the Lamb
		b. They are clothed with white robes, indicating the 					righteousness of 	Christ
		c. They appear to have bodies since they are holding palm 			branches in their hands (see above for discussion of their 				bodies). 
	12. 10“and crying out with a loud voice, saying, “Salvation belongs to 		our God who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  
		a. “crying out” is in the present tense which means “they kept 			on crying out”
		b. “with a loud voice” means their voices were not timid.  This 			strong expression of thanks reflects their depth of gratitude and 			their desire to give credit where it is due, i.e., to God and to the 			Lamb.
		c. “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on the throne and to 			the Lamb.”   
			1. Their song ascribes “salvation” exclusively to God. 
			2. “Salvation” (soteria, Gk), is not the achievement of men
			3. Two different meanings have been attached to the 				word
				a. The 1st takes in its usual NT comprehensive 					sense of deliverance from sin and all its 							consequences.  It may be used this way in 12:10 					and 19:1, where the complete and full salvation of 					the saints is referred to.  
				b. The 2nd suggestion takes it to mean “victory”.  					This multitude is celebrating its triumphant arrival in 					heaven and its deliverance from persecution.  The 					real meaning of salvation in 12:10 and 19:1 could 					easily refer to victory over persecution rather than 					salvation in its fullest sense.      
					1. In 12:10, victory is over the dragon
					2. In 19:1, victory is over Babylon and the 						persecutors of the saints. 
					3. It frequently carried this meaning of victory						in its use in the LXX and in classical Greek    
					4. Since these saints have just come out of 						the Great Tribulation, their triumph over 							persecution is certainly reason to worship and 						praise God for his deliverance and victory 						over persecution 	
I. All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four living creatures, and fell on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, saying, 12“Amen! Blessing and glory and wisdom, thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God forever and ever.  Amen.”
	1. “All the angels stood around the throne and the elders and the four 	living 	creatures”. The scene in heaven is complete with all the 		heavenly participants from chapter 4 and 5 present (cf. 5:11-13).  
		a. Although angels do not experience salvation, they do rejoice 			when one sinner repents, Lu 15:10.  
		b. They also desire to know more about the salvation that God 			offers men in Christ, I Pet 1:12.  
	2. “The elders and the four living creatures” are also present and 	along with the angels, begin to worship God by falling on their faces 		before the throne. They say, 12“Amen! Blessing and glory and 	wisdom, thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God 	forever and ever.  Amen” (7:12).
		a. The angels, elders, and 4 living creatures worship God 1st, by 		saying “amen” and affirming all that the innumerable multitude 			has just said, and 2nd, by offering their own worship and praise
		b. “Amen!” is an affirmation of what the multitude said in v. 9, 			when they ascribed salvation to God and the Lamb.
		c. The next phrase, “Blessing and glory and wisdom, 				thanksgiving and honor and power and might, be to our God 			forever and ever. Amen!”, is a tribute of their own to the Lord.
			1. This is a sevenfold doxology similar to the doxology 				addressed to the Lamb by the angelic beings in 5:12.  Six 				of the points of praise are the same. They are ascribing to 			God his due for the liberation of the saints from 					persecution and triumph over sin and their deliverance to 				heaven  
			2.“Blessing” (eulogia,Gk), means to speak well of, to 				bless, or to praise.   
			3. “Glory” (doxa, Gk), is the glory due to him because of 				his good name and reputation and his work of 						deliverance.  
			4. “Wisdom” (sophia, Gk), is the wisdom of God revealed 				in his plan of salvation
			5. “Thanksgiving” (eucharista, Gk), refers to gratitude.  				This gratitude is inevitable in view of God’s mighty 					accomplishment on behalf of the saints.
			6. “Honor” (time, Gk), is the esteem or respect due to God 			for his provisions
			7. “Power” (dynamis, Gk), comes from the word for 					dynamite. It refers to God’s unequaled power and 					omnipotence. It refers to his ability to accomplish all his 				will against his enemies. He has just delivered this great 				multitude into heaven, either as the Church proper or as 				tribulation saints, caught up to be with the Lord forever in 				heaven, out of the Great Tribulation, at the rapture.   
			8. “Might” (ischys, Gk), refers to his strength in delivering 				his people safely into heaven away from the hands of 				their spiritual enemies
		d. The final “amen” means “let it be” or “truly”, and validates the 			doxology and all of its attributes of God.  
J. 13Then one of the elders answered, saying to me, “Who are these arrayed in white robes, and where did they come from?” 14And I said to him, “Sir, you know.” So, he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 
	1. The identity of these who came out of the Great Tribulation was 	discussed in great detail under E above.  
	2. There is an important question, though, as to whether this great 	multitude arrives up into heaven at one particular time or if they have 	been coming into heaven over an extended period of time. 
	3. If they arrive essentially all at the same time, it argues strongly for 	the raptured church. If over an extended period of time, it argues 	against the raptured church, i.e., believers are martyred during the 	Great Tribulation and their souls are populating heaven as they die. 	These would then be “tribulation saints.”   
	4. The solution to this problem comes down to a proper 	understanding of the Greek text and grammar.
		a. The timing of a Greek sentence is determined by the verb in 			the sentence, in its context, not by a participle. The participle is 			governed by the verb in the sentence and is subordinate to it in 			time.  
		b. In the verse, the participial phrase “the ones who come out” 			(hoi erchomenoi, Gk) is a present tense participle that is 				subordinate to the two aorist past tense verbs at the end of the 			sentence, “washed” and “made”, which are past tense events 			already completed in the eyes of John. 
		c. Greek grammar requires that these two past tense verbs 			determine the timing of the event described, not the participle. 
		d. In this case, the present tense participle is descriptive, 				describing a dynamic, vivid past event that has just happened  
		(Robert Van Kampen, The Sign, 345-6) 
	5. Van Kampen summarizes the Greek grammar solution to this text. 	He says, “this is why one of the elders refers to this great multitude as 	having already arrived” (past tense). Concerning the great multitude, 	the elder asks who are they and from where have they come (elthon, 	Gk)? Here, the verb elthon is the past tense form of the Greek verb, 	“to come”. Van Kampen says “Certainly, if the elder and John had 	been witnessing an ever-increasing multitude getting larger as they 	watched, the past tense (form) of the verb ‘to come’ would not have 	been the appropriate tense to use. Rather, he would have asked 	John in the present tense, (e.g.,) ‘who are they and from where are 	they coming’ (present tense)? (However), that is not how the question 	was (asked of) John. The great multitude in its entirety had just 	arrived, ‘and they washed (past tense) their robes and made (past 	tense) them white in the blood of the lamb.’” 
	6. Continuing, Van Kampen says “there is absolutely no reason to 	translate the present participle, hoi erchomenoi (Gk), into the English 	word ‘coming (present tense)’, giving the reader the impression that 	this great multitude, ‘which no one could count’ is an ever-increasing 	number of martyrs, the group getting larger as more and more 	tribulation martyrs (supposedly) are taken to heaven’” (p 346).	
	7. “washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the 	Lamb” refers to the salvation of the multitude and their cleansing from 	sin.
		a. The OT background for these ideas come from Is 64:6, Zech 			3:3, Gen 49:11, Is 1:18, Ps 51:7, and Ex 18:10, 14.
			1. In Is 64:6 and Zech 3:3, dirty garments represent sin in 				our lives
			2. In Is 1:18 and Ps 51:7, cleansing of garments 					represents cleansing from sin through confession and 				forgiveness  
			3. In Gen 49:11, Judah is said to have washed his 					garments in the “blood of grapes”
			4. In Ex 18:10, 14 the Israelites washed their clothes 				symbolizing their spiritual cleansing and readiness for the 				coming of the Lord at Mt. Sinai 
		b. Making clothes or anything white by “washing them in blood” 			is symbolic of the necessity of a blood sacrifice to remove sin  
			1. Using blood to cleanse clothes is paradoxical and 				shocking 
			2. However, the OT background explains that washing 				with blood refers to spiritual cleansing
			3. Not just any blood will suffice; it can only be the blood 				of the Lamb of God, Rev 1:5, 5:9; Rom 3:25, 5:9; Eph 1:7; 			Col 1:20; Heb 9:14; I Pet 1:2, 19; I John 1:7. 
			4. The use of the past tense, “washed their robes and 				made them white” refers back to the time when they 				embraced Christ in faith on earth, to cleanse them and 				save them from their sins.  
			5. Through faith they were “washed” and “made white” in 				the blood of the Lamb. 
K. 15Therefore they are before the throne of God, and serve Him day and night in His temple. And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them. 16They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun shall not strike them, nor any heat; 17for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.”
	1. “Therefore” means “because” (dia touto, Gk), and indicates the 	basis for the multitude’s presence in heaven. 
		a. It is because of the blood of Christ and their cleansing from 			sin through him that allows them to stand in the presence of 			God at his throne. 
		b. They are only in heaven because of the cross work of the 			Lord Jesus Christ.
	2. They “serve Him day and night in His temple”. This indicates in 		human terms their continuous worship of the Lord.
		a. “day and night” possibly might not exist in heaven
		b. “day and night” might be idiomatic for saying their worship is 			unceasing     
		c. “serve” (latreuo, Gk), refers to spiritual worship. Throughout 			eternity, we will be worshiping the Lord through praise, 				adoration, and service. 
	3. “And He who sits on the throne will dwell among them”
		a. “will dwell among them” (skenoo, Gk), is a deeply significant 			word
		b. The word is only used by the apostle John in the NT (John 			1:14; Rev 12:12, 13:6, 21:3)
		c. It includes the idea of dwelling in a tent or tabernacle. It can 			be literally translated as “tabernacling among them.”  
		d. It alludes to God tabernacling among the Israelites in the OT. 		Here, God tabernacles among his saints in heaven. 
		e. It includes what was connoted by the Shekinah glory in the 			OT
		f. The Shekinah referred to the visible, immediate presence of 			God.
			1. It was above the tabernacle in the wilderness, Lev 				26:11-12
			2. It was a cloud by day and a pillar of fire at night, Ex 				13:21-22
			3. It was above the mercy seat in the temple, Ex 40:34-38
		g. What is referred to here is the immediate presence of God to 			shelter and protect his children from all harm (Is 4:5-6; Heb 			13:5-6)
		h. It corresponds to the OT promise of God to dwell among his 			people, Lev 26:11-12, Ezek 37:27, Zech 2:10, 11, 8:3, 8; cf. 			Rev 13:6; 21:3  
	4. 16 “They shall neither hunger anymore nor thirst anymore; the sun 		shall not strike them, nor any heat” 
		a. This is an allusion to the OT exiles who returned from 				Babylon (Is 49:10 LXX). 
			1. In the ancient world, hunger and thirst were constant 				problems.
			2. However, the promise of food and water would mean 				more 	to people returning from exile and coming out of the 				experience of persecution without sufficient food and 				water.     
		b. Here, John is referring to the suffering experienced by 				believers during the Great Tribulation
		c. During their persecution on earth at the hands of Antichrist 			and his followers, faithful believers who do not take the mark of 			the beast will be unable to secure their needs since they will not 		be able to “buy or sell”, Rev 13:17.
		d. This means they cannot do ordinary banking and obtain 			money for food and shelter, and since they are being 				persecuted and must flee for their lives, survivors will, for the 			most part, be exposed to the elements of nature including the 			sun and heat.  
	5. 17for the Lamb who is in the midst of the throne will shepherd them 	and lead them to living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away 	every tear from their eyes.”	
		a. This explains why the believers who arrive up into heaven 			will not thirst or hunger or be exposed to the elements anymore 
		b. The Lamb of God who stands before the throne of God will 			shepherd his sheep
			1. “shepherd” (poimano, Gk), is the NT word for the work 				of a pastor, whose responsibility is to follow the example 				of the Lord and meet the needs of his flock
			2. Here, Christ will exemplify meeting all the needs of his 				people for eternity, both spiritual and physical
		c. Through meeting all the needs of his children, God will wipe 			away all the tears of suffering from their eyes forever. 
			1. Tears denote the suffering of believers during the Great 			Tribulation 
			2. The OT reference for this is Is 25:8.  
			3. The contrast between the way believers were treated 				on earth during the persecution of the Great Tribulation 				and now in heaven will be very great.    
			4. They go from being sorrowful, persecuted, thirsty, 				hungry, and for many, martyrdom, to having all their 				needs met 	forever through the Lamb and God, the 					Father.    
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